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MAC’s 2016 Annual Meeting: 
“ArchivesFest,” April 27–30, Milwaukee, Wisconsin!
The 2016 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Archives Conference will take place 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, April 27–30. The City of Festivals will welcome 
MACers, hosting the first festival of the 2016 season, “ArchivesFest.” Rather 
than gathering at the Henry Maier Festival Park (the grounds of Summerfest 
on the shores of Lake Michigan), we’ve chosen a warmer location—the historic 
Hilton Milwaukee City Center. See midwestarc.memberclicks.net/2016-annual-
meeting for more information about registration, the conference hotel, and 
things to do.
(Continued on page 5)
Discover the Latest on Copyright Issues  
at MAC Fall Symposium
The 2016 Midwest Archives Confer-
ence Fall Symposium, “Archivists 
and Copyright,” will take place in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, October 7–8, 
2016, at the Hilton Garden Inn. The 
instructors are Melissa Levine, lead 
copyright officer, University Library, 
University of Michigan, and Aprille 
Cooke McKay, assistant director for 
Prost und Willkommen zum Fest! A man dressed in traditional German clothing 
celebrates Oktoberfest, circa 1985. Courtesy of Marquette University Archives.
The 2016 MAC 
Election Results Are In! 
Vice President: Erik Moore
Treasurer: Joel Thoreson
Council:
Sammie Morris and Anke Voss
Nominating Committee:
Lae’l Hughes-Watkins and 
Katie Blank
They will begin their terms 
at the conclusion of the 
Annual Members’ Meeting 
in April. 
Thanks to everyone who ran and 
to all the MAC members who 
voted. And a special thanks to 
Nominating Committee Chair 
Douglas Bicknese and members 
Bethany Anderson and Michelle 
Christian for their hard work 
creating the slate.
university collections and records 
management, Bentley Historical 
Library, University of Michigan. The 
instructors have extensive experi-
ence in copyright and related legal 
and policy matters in the context of 
archives, libraries, and museums. 
(Continued on page 3)
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President’s Page
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Hello MAC Members,
I am looking forward to our annual meeting, “ArchivesFest,” in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
April 27–30. It has been 13 years since I was last in Milwaukee, and I am excited to 
return. The Local Arrangements Committee has planned a number of excellent tours and 
activities, and has arranged for our opening reception at the Harley-Davidson Museum.® 
The Program Committee has planned a variety of sessions designed to educate, stimulate 
conversation, and inspire us when we return to our institutions. Fellow MAC member 
and current Society of American Archivist (SAA) president Dennis Meissner will kick 
off the meeting with a plenary address about SAA’s strategic direction and encouraging 
us to “DIVE (Diversity, Inclusion, Value, and Engagement) into Archives.” Last, plan to 
attend the MAC Members' Meeting on Friday, April 29, for an update on the state of the 
organization.
A number of members responded with thoughtful comments about our strategic plan, 
which Council unveiled in January. We have taken your suggestions and clarified points 
in the plan that needed further explanation. We also appreciate the number of volunteers 
interested in working on future initiatives. We will be in touch with you. The final, 
Council-approved version is available on the MAC website at midwestarc.memberclicks 
.net/mac-council-minutes-reports. 
As I write this, elections are wrapping up for treasurer, vice president, Council, and 
Nominating Committee. MAC committees are undergoing leadership changes, and 
volunteers are being recruited to fill committee vacancies. I have had the privilege over the 
past year of working with an outstanding group of leaders—thank you for your service. 
And, welcome to our incoming leaders. I look forward to getting to know you. I know 
we’re going to accomplish great things over the next year.
See you in Milwaukee!
Jennifer Johnson 
President, Midwest Archives Conference
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MAC’s 2016 Annual Meeting
(Continued from page 1)
MAC News—Daria Labinsky, Assistant Editor, National Archives at St. Louis
The main stage of “ArchivesFest” will feature a lineup of 
engaging speakers and events: 
• Plenary Speaker: Current SAA president and former 
MAC president Dennis Meissner will deliver the 
plenary, “Diversity, Inclusion, Value, Engagement: 
An Archival Agenda.” Meissner stresses that it is 
critical that we move our profession into one that 
can thrive and engage twenty-first-century audiences 
and stakeholders. Meissner writes, “To re-create our 
profession and our collections so that they reflect 
the demographic realities and the evolving values of 
our American culture, we need to rapidly become a 
profession that is more inclusive and a documentary 
corpus that is more diverse.” We’re all looking forward 
to hearing Meissner’s call to “enrich, renew, and re-
energize SAA and the American archival community.” 
• Workshops: We will offer four workshops, providing 
an educational opportunity for archivists of all stripes. 
Digital POWRR will provide a FREE workshop, 
“From Theory to Action: A Pragmatic Approach to 
Digital Preservation Strategies and Tools.” SAA’s DAS 
Workshop, “Digital Curation Planning and Sustain-
able Futures,” will draw administrators who wish to 
develop a workflow and policy for digital curation. 
Tanya Zanish-Belcher and Beth Myers will provide a 
workshop on “Career Planning for Archivists,” which 
will help midcareer archivists assess and enhance 
career options. Finally, Erik Nordberg will deliver a 
workshop on “Grant Writing: An Introduction for 
Archives and Heritage Agencies,” which will help 
archivists learn how to accurately assess grant-worthy 
projects and how to write grants that support the work 
of their organizations.
• Friday Forums: Three facilitator-led sessions will 
engage attendees in a discussion about timely topics: 
“Collection Management Systems Needs Assess-
ments,” “Supervisory Skills and Personnel Manage-
ment,” and “Developing Elevator Speeches.”
• Concurrent Sessions: Eighteen concurrent sessions 
will take place during the meeting, touching on topics 
as diverse as the Archival Education and Research 
Institutes (AERI), immigration history, community 
engagement, crowdsourcing, popular culture collec-
tions, and many other interesting areas of exploration. 
New and experienced archivists alike will find useful 
information in sessions that address processing, 
description, born-digital materials, exhibits, records 
management, and other areas of practice.
• Poster Sessions: Designed to highlight the ideas of 
student archivists and new professionals, the annual 
poster sessions offer a look into projects and research 
being conducted by archivists today. More than a 
dozen presenters will be on hand to discuss their 
work and to explain the impact of their projects and 
research on the archival profession.
Of course, because Milwaukee hosts the largest music 
festival in the world, as well as multiple ethnic festivals 
throughout the summer, it is a city seasoned in providing 
interesting venues for entertainment. MAC members 
will enjoy an opening reception on Thursday night at 
Milwaukee—the epicenter of our “ArchivesFest”—85 years ago. 
Wisconsin Avenue, E. C. Kropp Co. Postcard, 1931. Courtesy of 
UW-Milwaukee Archives.
(Continued on page 4)
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MAC NEWS—Continued  
Daria Labinsky, Assistant Editor 
MAC’s 2016 Annual Meeting
(Continued from page 3)
The Garage at the Harley-Davidson Museum.® The 
Milwaukee Brewers will be in town, and the Friday night 
baseball game is a quick bus ride from the hotel. Tours 
will include Marquette University’s Special Collections 
and University Archives (including the J. R. R. Tolkien 
Collection) and St. Joan of Arc Chapel; Miller Coors 
Brewery; the newly renovated Milwaukee Art Museum 
(and its fabulous Calatrava architecture); and the Ward 
Irish Music Archives. 
Travel to your festival Milwaukee 
style! Man on Harley-Davidson 
Motorcycle, 9/30/1915, by 
Roman Kwasniewski. Courtesy of 
UW – Milwaukee Archives.
One-hundred-fifty-four gallons 
of beer? Of “horse,” they’re going 
to a festival! Miller Brewing 
Company Transport Wagon, 
1915. Courtesy of MillerCoors 
Archives.
There is truly something for everyone in this city. Take 
a look at the LAC web page at mac2016.wordpress.com. 
Whether you’re interested in art and theater, the city’s 
foodie revival, its old and new brewery heritage, or its his-
torical venues, Milwaukee will surprise you with a wealth 
of places to enjoy. Walk the Riverwalk, visit the historical 
society, try a local beer or two, enjoy the lakefront. . . . 
MAC in Milwaukee is going to be a festival to remember!
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Archivists have always had an uneasy relationship with 
copyright. This one-and-a-half-day workshop will 
address some of that uneasiness by introducing partici-
pants to the “Best Practices in Fair Use” initiative and by 
providing opportunities for collectively exploring strategies 
for managing risk and for balancing often-competing 
demands for access and privacy.
Day 1 will begin with a review of recent copyright cases 
and legislation and an overview of changes on the horizon. 
Additionally, participants will examine key limitations to 
copyright as they apply to archives; consider best practices 
for managing rights and permissions; and learn about 
implementing take-down policies, watermarking, and 
other strategies. There will be ample time on Day 2 for 
participants to work on institution-specific questions in 
group discussions guided by the collective experience of 
the instructors. In this way, the symposium will provide 
participants with opportunities for both individual and 
institutional learning that will have immediate as well as 
long-term impact.
MAC Fall Symposium
(Continued from page 1)
The instructors will draw on Module 4 (“Understanding 
Copyright Law”) and Module 7 (“Managing Rights 
and Permissions”) from Rights in the Digital Era, edited 
by Menzi L. Behrnd-Klodt and Christopher J. Prom, 
the most recent publication in SAA’s Trends in Archives 
Practice series.
MAC NEWS—Continued 
Daria Labinsky, Assistant Editor 
Vintage view of Ann Arbor. Courtesy of the University of Michigan.
Huron Street, Ann Arbor. Courtesy of the University  
of Michigan.
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Midwest Archives Conference  
2016 Operating Budget
INCOME
Advertising $ 2,000.00
Bank Account Interest  3.00
Mailing Lists  125.00
Gifts: Emeritus Scholarship  750.00
Gifts: Operating Funds  900.00
Gifts: Student Meeting Scholarships  1,400.00
Journal Subscriptions  5,000.00
Meetings
 Annual  40,000.00
 Symposium  11,000.00
SM2017  3,000.00
Memberships  42,000.00
Education Initiative  1,500.00
Royalities  3,800.00
Total $ 111,478.00
EXPENSES 
Administration $ 1,700.00
Bank Charges  50.00
Contract Services: Financial  1,000.00
Contract Services: Membership  20,175.00
Contract Services: Meeting Services  11,375.00
Credit Card Fees  3,700.00
Insurance  2,500.00 
Journal  7,500.00 
Marketing  250.00
Meetings (Gross)  
 Annual  33,000.00
 Symposium  9,000.00
 2017 meetings  2,500.00  
Scholarships  4,000.00
MemberClicks  5,500.00 
Newsletter  6,600.00 
Education Initiative  1,500.00 
Vendor Coordinator  50.00
Total $ 110,400.00
Treasurer’s Report
by Joel Thoreson, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Archives
BALANCE SHEET 2015
Assets as of January 1, 2015   $ 278,948.74
 Chase Checking  11,581.74
 Bank of America Checking  21,986.87 
 Lincoln Investment Accounts 
 Program Initiative Fund  102,793.76
 Invested Reserve Fund  43,479.75
 Bowen Endowment  35,470.09
 Motley Endowment  63,636.53
Assets as of December 31, 2015  $ 276,032.20
 Chase Checking  8,334.26
 Bank of America Checking  29,316.27
 Lincoln Investment Accounts
 Program Initiative Fund  99,736.96
 Invested Reserve Fund  41,389.49
 Bowen Endowment  34,647.87 
 Motley Endowment  62,607.35 
Excess Receipts Over Cash  
 Disbursements   $ – 2,916.54
Endowed Scholarship Budget 2016
INCOME
Louisa Bowen Endowment $ 750.00
Archie Motley Endowment  1,500.00
Total $ 2,250.00
EXPENSES 
Louisa Bowen Endowment $ 750.00
Archie Motley Endowment  1,500.00
Total $ 2,250.00
MAC NEWS—Continued  
Daria Labinsky, Assistant Editor 
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THANK YOU! … to all who have donated  
to the various MAC endowment funds!
Here are the donors for 2015:
MAC NEWS—Continued  
Daria Labinsky, Assistant Editor 
General Fund
Michael Arbagi 
Deborah Dandridge 
John Fleckner 
Kevlin Haire 
Sue Holbert 
Anne Johns 
Joanne Kaczmarek 
Greg Kocken 
Beth Loch
Lydia Lucas 
David McCartney 
Meg Miner 
Gregory Mobley 
Janet Olson 
Lisa Sjoberg
Alison Stankrauff 
Colleen Theisen 
Anne Thomason 
Michele Tollie-Porter
Sue R. Topp 
Mary Wallace 
Brian Williams
Student Meeting Scholarship Fund
Menzi Behrnd-Klodt
Matt Blessing
Stephanie Bricking
Stuart Campbell
Jeanie Child
Ellen Engseth
Barbara Floyd
Donald Force
Julie Hatfield
Sue Holbert
Anne Johns
Jennifer Johnson
Joanne Kaczmarek
Mary Kraft
Daria Labinsky
Meredith Lowe
Brandon Pieczko
Tracy Popp
Monica Manny Ralston
Joshua Ranger
Rebecca Schulte
Debra Shapiro
Daardi Sizemore
Michele Tollie-Porter
Portia Vescio
Anke Voss
Elizabeth Wilkinson
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Dexter Edson Smith (1839–1928) isn’t exactly a household 
name, and there’s no particular reason that it should be. 
But at my office, the name represents the roots of the 
institution I work for. Mr. Smith was our first alumnus, 
having received his bachelor of science degree in 1858. He 
was the sole member of his class, completing his studies 
three years after the State University of Iowa (as we were 
originally known) opened its doors.
For nearly a dozen years, from the time I began work in 
my present position until 2012, I regarded Mr. Smith as 
something of a mystery and arcane novelty. We knew 
little of him. No biographical essay was written about 
him during either our centennial or sesquicentennial 
celebrations, and we certainly didn’t have any documents 
or letters by him. An unknown quantity, at least to us, 
Mr. Smith occupied an important place in our university’s 
history but did so almost anonymously. He was elusive, 
that Mr. Smith.
Pulling back this shroud became something akin to the 
search for the Holy Grail. Over time, we located published 
sources and assorted newspaper clippings about our 
first graduate. We learned that he and his bride, Ellen 
Frances Hutchins, joined the Freedmen’s Bureau in 1860 
and worked in Virginia and North Carolina before set-
tling in New York State, where they joined the Oneida 
Community, a utopian society. He became a professional 
photographer; today many of his images of nineteenth-
century Oneida life are part of a collection housed at 
Syracuse University.
In 1881, the couple moved to Santa Ana, California, 
where he became a citrus farmer and civic activist in 
Orange County’s earliest days. His interests were many 
and varied—philosophy, economics, agriculture—and the 
two continued to pursue their desire to build an intentional 
community, this time in Southern California.
As time passed, we in our department became better ac-
quainted with this unusual, perhaps eccentric, individual. 
Our best evidence surfaced unexpectedly one day, about 
four years ago, when a member of our staff discovered a 
letter he had written to a professor in our college of educa-
tion, Forest Ensign, whose papers were being processed. In 
1913, Prof. Ensign sought letters from noted alumni for a 
commemoration, and there it was, in a folder marked—
what else?—“Miscellaneous.” It 
was our first (and, to date, only) 
primary source documentation of Mr. Smith. He signed 
his letter, “Yours for eternal progress.”
Many of us seek some kind of Holy Grail in the course of 
our work; discovering Mr. Smith’s one-page letter, while 
brief and short on details, has helped us solve a long-time 
mystery.
Elsewhere in this MAC Newsletter are details about 
this year’s Annual Meeting to be held in late April in 
Milwaukee. We hope to see you there! Looking ahead:
2016 Fall Symposium, “Archivists and 
Copyright,” Ann Arbor, Michigan, October 7–8, 
2016
Ann Arbor’s Hilton Garden Inn will be the setting for 
a useful and informative Symposium on copyright law 
and its implications for archives and special collections. 
Melissa Levine, lead copyright officer at the University 
of Michigan, and Aprille McKay, lead archivist for the 
University of Michigan at the Bentley Historical Library, 
will lead the two-day program. Symposium Organizing 
Committee cochairs, Martha O’Hara Conway and Olga 
Virakhovskaya, are coordinating the event.
2017 Annual Meeting, Omaha, Nebraska, April 
5–8, 2017
Next year, MAC goes to the “Big O”—Omaha, that 
is! Our Annual Meeting will be at the Hilton Omaha 
Downtown, close to the Old Market, the Missouri River 
Walk, and the Holland Performing Arts Center, and a 
short drive to the award-winning Henry Doorly Zoo. 
The Program Committee, cochaired by Erik Moore and 
Sasha Griffin, and the Local Arrangements Committee, 
cochaired by Amy Schindler and Mary Ellen Ducey, 
are planning what promises to be a great meeting in the 
western reaches of the MAC region. 2017 is also Nebraska’s 
sesquicentennial—will a birthday celebration be in order?
2017 Fall Symposium, “Transitioning from Good 
to Great Exhibits,” Columbus, Ohio, date TBA
Exhibits are a key component of any outreach program, 
whether we work with archival collections in a private 
business, a nonprofit organization, a college/university, 
MAC NEWS—Continued 
Daria Labinsky, Assistant Editor 
Vice President’s Column:  
MAC Meetings and Symposia Update
By David McCartney, University of Iowa 
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or a governmental entity. This two-day workshop will 
be copresented by three experts from The Ohio State 
University: Tamar Chute, university archivist; Jenny 
Robb, curator of the Billy Ireland Cartoon Museum and 
Library; and Erin Fletcher, exhibitions coordinator of 
University Libraries.
2018 Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, or 
nearby suburb, date TBA
MAC returns to Chicagoland in 2018! Stay tuned for 
details.
This is my last column as MAC vice president. It has been 
a pleasure working with President Jennifer Johnson, past 
president Amy Cooper Cary, members of Council, and 
all of you these past two years. MAC’s amazing members 
make this a great organization; thank you for the op-
portunity to serve.
MAC NEWS—Continued  
Daria Labinsky, Assistant Editor 
MAC Meetings and Symposia Update
Between-Meeting Council Actions
On November 18, 2016, Council unanimously 
approved the following requests of the Education 
Committee. All members voted.
1. To approve the additions to the MAC Annual 
Meeting Manual and Timeline set forth by the 
Education Committee;
2. To approve the workshop registration and hono-
raria rates for the 2016 MAC Annual Meeting 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as proposed by the 
Education Committee.
On January 25, 2016, Council unanimously 
accepted proposed revisions to the Teller Com-
mittee Guidelines. All members voted.
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Why Becoming Certified Matters
It provides
a competitive edge
It strengthens the
profession
It recognizes
professional achievement
and commitment
The next Certified Archivist examination will be held
August 3, 2016 in
Ann Arbor (MI) Atlanta Boston Chicago
Dallas Denver Honolulu Little Rock
Los Angeles New York Philadelphia Raleigh
San Antonio Seattle Syracuse (NY) Tampa
Waco (TX)
and wherever five or more eligible candidates want to take it.
The application deadline is May 15.
For the 2016 application and more information about the
Certified  Archivist examination, go to the ACA website
(www.certifiedarchivists.org/get-certified) or contact
the  ACA office (518-694-8471 or aca@caphill.com).
The Academy of Certified Archivists
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MAC NEWS—Continued  
Daria Labinsky, Assistant Editor 
Speakers Bureau Update
priorities and sticking to them. Participants will have time 
to begin work on strategic planning documents for their 
own archival programs.
The Education Committee is completing the Speakers 
Bureau Pilot final report to submit to Council prior to the 
Annual Meeting. We are actively recruiting workshop 
ideas and volunteers. Please contact the cochairs for 
more information:
Lisa Sjoberg (sjoberg@cord.edu) and Ellen Swain (es-
wain@illinois.edu).
List of possible topics (not exhaustive):
Reference
Teaching with primary sources
Social media
Digital humanities
Archival advocacy
Career planning
Digital collections management
Conservation/Preservation of all types of media
Archival assessment—public services, collections, 
teaching with primary sources
Basics—preservation, archives processing, arrange-
ment and description, etc. 
By the Numbers: Five Recent Issues of Archival Issues:  
Journal of the Midwest Archives Conference, 2013–2015
By John Fleckner, Smithsonian Institution
MAC publishes two numbers (one volume) of Archival 
Issues each year. Over the past two and a half years—five 
issues—readers have feasted on topics as diverse as 
the depiction of archivists in film, tin can tourism in 
Florida, K–12 outreach, and participatory finding aids. 
It is a rich treasure of professional research and opinion 
by archivists from across the United States and beyond. 
Over the next years, it will stand as a record of our 
changing perspectives, techniques, and values. For now, 
here is one look at this body of writing by the numbers.
• 396 pages, 15 feature articles, 41 publication reviews
• 20 authors and co-authors, 8 new authors, 12 previ-
ously published
• 15 university affiliated, 1 historical society, 1 mu-
seum, 1 national archives, 2 other
• 7 men and 13 women
• 7 from the MAC 13-state region, including 5 from 
Ohio, 11 from other states, 3 international
• 2 volunteer editorial board chairs, 11 volunteer board 
members, 1 copy editor, 1 designer 
Above all, Archival Issues relies on the volunteer efforts 
of its authors. We thank those who have contributed 
in the past and welcome submissions at all times in the 
future. Please contact John Fleckner, chair, editorial 
board, for more information at flecknerj@si.edu. 
“Grant Writing: An Introduction for Archives and 
Heritage Agencies” was held April 1, 2016, at Wright 
State University in Dayton, Ohio. Erik Nordberg was 
the instructor. This workshop provided an introduction 
to the grant-writing process. Participants received a broad 
overview of approaches to aligning grant writing to stra-
tegic goals; reviewed a variety of external funding sources 
for archival and history-based initiatives; became familiar 
with the basic structure of grant applications; learned the 
mechanics of the application, review, and selection pro-
cesses at different funding agencies; discussed important 
“dos and don’ts” for successful applications; outlined the 
critical postaward work of running and closing funded 
projects; and discovered how to solicit feedback on failed 
applications to make improvements and reapply.
“Strategic Planning for Small Archival Programs” will 
be held June 14, 2016, in collaboration with the Twin 
Cities Archives Round Table (TCART), Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. Colleen McFarland Rademaker will lead 
this workshop, which will provide an overview of the 
strategic planning process from the perspective of small 
archives program management, emphasizing relationships 
and community building both within and outside of the 
archival program’s parent organization. She will engage 
workshop participants with a review of various archival 
programs’ mission statements, instruct in crafting attain-
able and meaningful goals, and converse about setting 
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News from the Midwest—Troy Eller English, Wayne State University, and  
Alison Stankrauff, Indiana University South Bend, Assistant Editors
ILLINOIS
American College of Surgeons
The American College of Surgeons 
(ACS) Archives Catalog is now 
available online. Researchers have 
expressed enthusiasm about their 
newfound ability to access collection 
descriptions as well as the actual pho-
tos, videos, publications, and sound 
recordings described in the catalog. 
Planned further enhancements to 
the ACS Archives Catalog include 
improved subject access, descrip-
tions accessible to Internet search 
engines, and ongoing additions of 
digital objects. See www.facs.org/
archivescatalog.
Lithuanian Archives Project
The Lithuanian Archives Project 
(LAP) has moved into new office 
space at 3756 W. Irving Park Road, 
Chicago, Illinois, 60618. LAP is 
continuing digitization of more than 
530 magnetic tape reels and 15 wire 
recordings of the Sophie Barcus Radio 
Program, rare air copies of the popular 
Lithuanian American radio show that 
ran in Chicago for 54 consecutive 
years, starting in 1932. Looking for an 
internship/volunteer opportunity? No 
knowledge of Lithuanian language 
is needed. For more information, 
contact Audra Adomenas, President, 
Lithuanian Archives Project at aado-
menas@yahoo.com.
INDIANA
DePauw University 
The DePauw University Archives 
has begun digitizing its collection of 
more than 2,600 audiocassette tapes. 
Continuing a project begun in 2003 
with reel-to-reel tapes, the archives is 
using a compact digital audio recorder 
to simultaneously produce both WAV 
files for archival storage and MP3 
files for its digital library. Most of the 
recordings are presentations given on 
campus, often the only documents of 
these events.
Indiana University Bloomington
The Black Film Center/Archive at 
Indiana University Bloomington 
is starting the second phase of the 
Richard E. Norman and Race Film-
making: Reprocessing and Digitiza-
tion Project, made possible in part 
by a major grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities: 
Exploring the Human Endeavor. 
Norman was a filmmaker and dis-
tributor of black-cast films (or race 
films) in the United States in the early 
twentieth century. This collection, 
including distribution records, pro-
motional materials, correspondence, 
and censorship records will advance 
the field of scholarship dedicated to 
race films and early African American 
movie-going culture. The finding aid 
will be updated with digitized items 
until completion of project. Visit purl 
.dlib.indiana.edu/iudl/findingaids/
bfca/VAC1152.
Riley Hospital
Riley Hospital Historic Preservation 
Committee (RHPC) is commemo-
rating Indiana’s bicentennial with 
RHPC’s 2016 oral history project, 
endorsed as a Legacy Project by the 
Bicentennial Commission. At the an-
nual meeting of the Society of Indiana 
Archivists, RHPC will present on 
the impact of the state’s centennial 
and bicentennial on RHPC plan-
ning and activities. Two books are in 
development by RHPC to recognize 
early leaders of the Riley Memorial 
Association and their partnership 
with Indiana University. 
KANSAS
Pittsburg State University 
The Pittsburg State University Special 
Collections exhibit Dystopia, the 
Future, and Space Exploration: Sci-
ence Fiction and Real Science features 
vintage paperbacks of science fiction 
and futuristic settings, leading up to 
the reality of space travel that resulted 
in the first Apollo moon landing 
in 1969. The exhibit uses Apollo 
mission materials and photographs 
from the Joe Skubitz Congressional 
Collection and books from the Irene 
Ertman Collection of Science Fiction, 
including books by H. G. Wells, Jules 
Verne, and Arthur C. Clarke. 
KENTUCKY
Filson Historical Society
The Filson Historical Society’s Cam-
pus Expansion Project is closing 
in on its fund-raising goal, having 
received commitments totaling over 
$11 million. It also has received 
funding for digitization equipment 
in the new preservation/digitization 
lab, which will dramatically enhance 
current capabilities. Construction 
on the exterior of the new building 
is nearly complete, while renovations 
on the interior of the historic Fergu-
son Mansion and Carriage House 
continue. The Filson anticipates a 
grand reopening in the fall of 2016. 
See www.filsonhistorical.org.
Kentucky Council on Archives 
Archivists gathered from Kentucky 
Please submit News from the Midwest items for Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Nebraska, North Dakota, and Ohio to Troy Eller 
English at au2050@wayne.edu and items from Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, South Dakota, and Wiscon-
sin to Alison Stankrauff at astankra@iusb.edu. Submissions must be 150 words or less. Images are welcome! 
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NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST—Continued 
Troy Eller English and Alison Stankrauff, Assistant Editors 
and Indiana in November for the 
Kentucky Council on Archives fall 
workshop. Led by Bertram Lyons of 
AVPreserve, the workshop offered 
hands-on demonstrations of essential 
skills for handling and storage of 
born-digital files. This included tips 
for handling digital materials, storing 
digital files using Bagger and Fixity, 
and extracting metadata from digital 
files using MediaInfo and Exiftool. 
Participants also learned how these 
tools and skills can be implemented 
in collection management workflows. 
The workshop was cosponsored by the 
Kentucky State Historical Records 
Advisory Board.
University of Louisville
The University of Louisville’s Ar-
chives and Special Collections (ASC) 
has added two important collections 
to its Digital Collections. All cop-
ies of the Louisville and Nashville 
(L&N) Railroad Company employee 
magazine, which ran from 1925 to 
1974, are now available. ASC also 
plans to digitize L&N annual reports 
and photographs. The Standard Oil 
New Jersey (SONJ) photography 
collection represents documentary 
photographs of everyday life between 
1943 and 1956, captured by some of 
the nation’s top photographers and led 
by Roy Stryker, who had previously 
directed the Farm Security Adminis-
tration documentary program. The 
photographers recorded the work and 
workers of the oil industry, as well as 
highways, river transportation, bus 
travel, and American automobile 
culture. Currently, four series within 
the collection are available online, 
and ASC will add more in the future. 
The digitized L&N and SONJ collec-
tions can be found at digital.library 
.louisville.edu.
MICHIGAN
Central Michigan University
The Clarke Historical Library held 
its second annual Michigan Digital 
Newspaper Grant contest this winter. 
Made possible by the Robert and Su-
san Clarke Endowment, this special 
grant allows microfilmed Michigan 
newspapers to be digitized and made 
available online. As done previously, 
the public was engaged to select a 
worthy grant recipient and newspaper 
title. Tweets with a hashtag counted 
as 1 vote and a mailed postcard 
featuring a Michigan image counted 
as 10 votes. Community supporters 
generated 110,000 votes overall and 
sent 8,000 postcards to the Clarke, 
Wayne State University
The Reuther Library has launched 
its “World War II and Detroit” His-
toryPin tour, featuring images that 
highlight the role of everyday citizens 
in the war effort of 1940 to 1945. Of 
particular interest are photographs of 
industrial training, the daily life of 
prisoners of war held at Fort Wayne, 
USO recreation activities, and com-
munity involvement in the war effort. 
The Reuther’s previous HistoryPin 
tours include “Detroit’s Eastern Mar-
ket” and “1937: Year of the Sit-Down 
Strike.” See www.historypin.org/en/
person/60123#tours. 
Among the newly opened collections 
at the Reuther are the papers of 
Mary Ellen Riordan, president of the 
Detroit Federation of Teachers (DFT) 
from 1960 to 1981, and Part 3 of 
the Mel Ravitz Papers. The Riordan 
Papers contain DFT records that 
Participants learn the details of born-
digital file management at the Kentucky 
Council on Archives workshop.
Northern Kentucky University
NKU’s Special Collections and Uni-
versity Archives was a major partner in 
producing the recently published book 
Northern Kentucky University: A Pan-
oramic History. This volume depicts the 
growth of NKU over the last 40-plus 
years, using color panoramic photos of 
the modern campus interspersed with 
black-and-white archival photos and 
essays describing the university’s his-
tory. A recent episode of Mysteries at the 
Museum featured a needle threader with 
the slogan “Give Vice the Needle” from 
George Ratterman’s 1961 campaign 
for Campbell County sheriff. This 
ephemeral item is part of the Claude W. 
Johnson Committee of 500 Records, 
a popular collection on gambling and 
vice in Newport, Kentucky.
6,000 of which were handmade. 
After the tweets and postcards were 
counted, the winners were the Al-
pena County Public Library’s Alpena 
News (1898–1905, 1909–1910) and 
Michigan Labor Journal (1884–1890). 
Additionally, the handmade postcards 
were added to the Clarke’s collections. 
Visit tinyurl.com/DigMichNews.
These handmade postcards were sent 
during the Clarke Historical Library’s 
second annual Michigan Digital 
Newspaper Grant contest.
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document the union’s first collective 
bargaining contract, desegregation in 
Detroit schools, and a US Supreme 
Court case on agency fees. The new 
materials in the Ravitz Papers reflect 
the Wayne State University sociology 
professor’s research on urban plan-
ning and its impact on communities 
between 1945 and 2009. The addition 
to this collection may prove particu-
larly valuable to researchers with an 
interest in the causes and effects of 
Detroit’s 1967 civil unrest. Visit www 
.reuther.wayne.edu.
MINNESOTA
Minnesota Historical Society
The Minnesota Historical Society’s 
Library and Collections Division 
is pleased to announce that it will 
be using digital preservation pro-
vider Preservica’s Cloud Edition, an 
OAIS-compliant digital preservation 
platform. The division will use the 
platform to provide secure cloud stor-
age of its ever-growing digital archival 
collections and to properly maintain 
and preserve digital records.
MISSOURI
Archdiocese of St. Louis 
Archives
The Archdiocese of St. Louis Archives 
digitized 30 episodes of the Quiz-A-
Catholic game show of the 1950s and 
1960s with the financial assistance of 
Dennis Cavanagh. The show is a great 
snapshot of local television and a tes-
tament to the close-knit, small-town 
feel of St. Louis’s Catholic culture. 
Archives staff uploads compressed 
versions of Quiz-A-Catholic videos 
online approximately twice a month. 
Guests range from local personalities 
to nationally recognized figures like 
Danny Thomas, Bob Newhart, Den-
nis Day, and Andy Phillip. Don’t miss 
out on this unique slice of Catholic 
entertainment in the golden age of 
television. Episodes can be viewed 
at www.youtube.com/archstlmedia.
University of Nebraska at 
Omaha
The Dr. C. C. and Mabel L. Criss Li-
brary is pleased to announce that the 
first portion of the US Senator Chuck 
Hagel Archives is open to the public. 
Hagel was a US senator from 1997 
to 2009 and most recently served in 
President Obama’s cabinet as secre-
tary of defense from 2013 to 2015. 
Researchers now have access to Hagel 
photographs, artifacts and memora-
bilia, US Senate schedules, and grant 
files. Visit libguides.unomaha.edu/
HagelArchives. Additionally, dozens 
of the photographs may be viewed 
online in the new exhibit, Charles 
Timothy Hagel: A Life in Photographs. 
See hagel.omeka.net/exhibits.
Contestants compete on Quiz-A-Catholic.
This tape recording of a speech by the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in Lincoln in 1964 
is one of the original archival items featured 
in the Nebraska Unwrapped exhibit.
Senator Chuck Hagel (center) and family 
after Hagel was sworn into office, January 
1997
(Continued from page 13)
NEBRASKA
Nebraska State Historical 
Society
A two-year renovation of the Ne-
braska History Museum is complete, 
and greeting the public upon its 
reopening on April 1 was the new 
exhibit Nebraska Unwrapped, featur-
ing over 150 objects from nearly as 
many years of collecting. The exhibit 
is a potpourri representing all of the 
historical society’s collecting areas. 
Included are many original manu-
scripts, public records, publications, 
photographs, sound recordings, and 
moving images, each individual 
item telling a compelling story about 
Nebraska’s past and present. The 
exhibit was curated by MAC member 
Paul Eisloeffel.
OHIO
Cleveland Museum of Art 
The Cleveland Museum of Art is 
celebrating its centennial year, and the 
archives is busy providing content for 
exhibitions, programming, and pub-
licity. The Way We Were, an exhibition 
celebrating the ongoing achievement 
of the museum through archival 
images of significant and unique 
moments in its history, is mounted 
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in the lower museum lobby. A new 
publication on the fine arts garden 
designed by the firm of Frederick 
Law Olmsted features a conversation 
between the museum archivist and 
the director of design. The archives 
is also mounting a companion exhibit 
to the centennial exhibition Pharaoh: 
King of Ancient Egypt that features 
artwork from the primary collection 
in addition to archival materials. 
Kent State University
Over a hundred reel-to-reel audio re-
cordings pertaining to the May 1970 
Kent State shootings and their after-
math are now accessible through the 
Kent State University Special Collec-
tions and Archives’ digital repository. 
Some of the recently digitized items 
include previously inaccessible audio 
recordings of radio call-in forums, a 
speech by university president Robert 
I. White the day after the shootings, 
a press conference with six students 
who met with President Richard M. 
Nixon just days after the shootings, 
the Scranton Commission hearings, 
and a speech made by Dick Gregory 
at the Kent State Memorial Service in 
1971. The digitization project started 
in spring 2015, after the Kent State 
University Libraries were awarded 
a $2,000 Ohio Archives Grant 
funded by the National Historical 
Publications and Records Commis-
sion. See omeka.library.kent.edu/
special-collections/exhibits.
Ohio Historical Records 
Advisory Board
The Ohio Historical Records Advi-
sory Board (OHRAB) awarded 2015 
OHRAB Achievement Awards to the 
Delaware County Records Center and 
the Kelleys Island Historical Society. 
The OHRAB Achievement Award 
recognizes significant accomplish-
ments in preserving and improving 
was donated to the society by one of 
Gardner’s descendants around 1902. 
Composed near General Ashley’s 
Camp at the mouth of the Cheyenne 
River, the letter was undoubtedly 
written by an acquaintance as Glass 
was reportedly illiterate. This spring, 
Hugh Glass: Grizzly Survivor, a new 
biography by historian James D. 
McLaird detailing the legend behind 
the infamous frontiersman, will be 
released as a part of the South Da-
kota Historical Society Press’s South 
Dakota Biography Series.
NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST—Continued 
Troy Eller English and Alison Stankrauff, Assistant Editors 
Press conference following the Kent 
State shootings. Courtesy of Kent State 
University.
A letter from Hugh Glass is currently on 
display in the research room of the South 
Dakota State Historical Society-Archives.
access to historical records, in any 
format, by an Ohio institution. The 
Delaware County Records Center 
was awarded for its devotion to the 
care, preservation, and accessibility 
of county records through continual 
modernization of processes and its 
dedication to providing convenient 
public access to the records in its 
care. The Kelleys Island Historical 
Society was honored for its efforts 
in implementing archival accession, 
processing, and cataloging proce-
dures; increasing the accessibility of 
its collections through the creation 
and publishing of its inventory; and 
fostering research through new initia-
tives. The Ohio Historical Records 
Advisory Board is the central body 
for historical records planning in the 
state and is funded by the National 
Historical Publications and Records 
Commission.
SOUTH DAKOTA
South Dakota State Historical 
Society-Archives 
A letter from celebrated frontiersman 
Hugh Glass, subject of the current hit 
movie The Revenant, is currently on 
display in the research room of the 
South Dakota State Historical Soci-
ety-Archives at the Cultural Heritage 
Center in Pierre. The one-page letter 
sent by Glass to the parents of John 
S. Gardner, killed on June 2, 1823, 
(Continued on page 16)
South Dakota State University 
Archives 
South Dakota State University 
(SDSU) Archives is pleased to an-
nounce that the National Endowment 
for the Humanities will fund Preserv-
ing Historic Hobo Day education 
and community digitization events at 
the Hilton M. Briggs Library during 
SDSU’s homecoming celebration, 
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Hobo Day, in October 2016. In col-
laboration with the Brookings Area 
Genealogical Society and the SDSU 
Alumni Association, SDSU Archives 
is inviting alumni and the regional 
public to contribute their Hobo Day 
memories and artifacts to the Digital 
Library of South Dakota. This project 
will both grow digital regional history 
collections and facilitate the develop-
ment of a local history preservation 
community.
WISCONSIN
University of Wisconsin–
Milwaukee Archives
The University of Wisconsin–Mil-
waukee (UWM) Archives recently 
opened for research the archives of 
the AIDS Resource Center of Wis-
showing march routes and points 
of historical interest. See www.uwm 
.edu/marchonmilwaukee.
Ward Irish Music Archives
In the spring and summer of 2016, the 
Ward Irish Music Archives (WIMA) 
is excited to present Postcards from 
the 1916 Irish Rebellion. Taken from 
the Bob Burke Postcard Collection, 
this exhibit traces the destruction in 
Dublin during and after the rebel-
lion and presents photographs of the 
participants. Content for this exhibit 
was developed through a grant by the 
Graduate Student/Faculty Collabora-
tive Research Program at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin–Oshkosh. Visit 
irishfest.com/Music-Archives/Exhib-
its/Postcards-from-the-1916-Irish-
Rebellion.htm
NEWS FROM THE MIDWEST—Continued 
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consin (ARCW). The records trace 
ARCW’s development from a small 
social services agency to Wisconsin’s 
largest HIV health-care provider and 
the most comprehensive AIDS service 
organization in the United States. The 
collection guide is online at digital 
.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/wiarchives 
.uw-mil-uwmmss0335. 
In February, the archives relaunched 
its award-winning March on Mil-
waukee digital collection, which 
provides online access to multiple 
collections telling the story of the 
civil rights movement in Milwau-
kee. The relaunched site includes 
significant amounts of new content, 
including nearly two hours of news 
footage from the 1960s, and new 
interactive features such as a map 
(Continued from page 15)
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Other News—Paul Eisloeffel, Editor, Nebraska State Historical Society
Hunting Down History in Your Local Community
By Julia Roden and Calli Niemi, University of Wisconsin–La Crosse history students,  
and Scott Brouwer, Archivist, La Crosse Public Library Archives
History is often viewed by the general public as out 
of reach, trapped in the past, and held solely by the 
institutions dedicated to its preservation and research. 
To bridge this gap, public historians have created fun, 
interactive, and engaging projects that bring history to 
the community. Are you looking to reach an audience in 
your community or on your campus and link them into 
history? Read on! The La Crosse History Hunt was created 
for this exact purpose. 
The La Crosse History Hunt is an annual historical 
scavenger hunt that leads the 150 participants to local 
downtown businesses, parks, statues, landmarks, and most 
important, into the La Crosse Public Library Archives 
(LPLA). Instead of hunting for objects, however, partici-
pants search for knowledge of their community’s past. The 
clues were designed to be fun and engaging for the public 
and require no prior knowledge of La Crosse history. 
A historical scavenger hunt was chosen due to the positive 
reactions to similar projects. In the article “A Fast Track 
to Cultural Immersion: The Scavenger Hunt,” scavenger 
hunts are classified as experiential learning.1 Scavenger 
hunts provide participants with new and fun experiences, 
which make it more likely that they will retain and ap-
ply what they learned. Participants who experience the 
archival resources  are more likely to seek them out again.
At the start, each team is given a packet that includes 
seven clues for teams to answer or do correctly to be 
eligible to win: three about business sponsors, one outdoor 
statue clue, one photo re-creation, and two that require 
the use of archival materials. In total, 48 percent of the 
clues required archival sources, making it impossible to 
win without seeking answers in the LPLA. Many of the 
clues ask teams to take photos of themselves in different 
locations. The event is free, and participants receive a 
t-shirt and refreshments, and are eligible to win prizes. 
The hunt is limited to three hours, encouraging strategy 
and creating competitive energy among teams. 
The event was created from a University of Wisconsin–La 
Crosse course, Introduction to Public and Policy, taught 
by Dr. Ariel Beaujot. After speaking with the LPLA to 
identify goals, undergraduate Julia Roden decided to 
create a historical scavenger hunt in 2014. The following 
year, both Julia Roden and classmate Calli Niemi became 
interns at the LPLA to research clues and organize the 
event, putting in over 350 hours of work with the guidance 
of archivists Scott Brouwer and Anita Doering. 
Calli Niemi, left, and Julia Roden, right
History Hunt participants research in the La Crosse Public 
Library Archives.
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After participating in the History Hunt, those 150 indi-
viduals will likely look at the landmarks and downtown 
spaces in a new way and, hopefully, will continue to seek 
answers to other historical questions through the LPLA. 
Between the two years, on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being 
unlikely and 10 being very likely, survey respondents 
averaged a 9 when asked if they would do the event again 
and a 7.6 when asked if they would visit the LPLA in the 
future. After the 2015 event, a woman returned to LPLA 
and remarked, “Now that I know where you are and what 
you do, I might come back again.” 
Other groups, such as Logan High School in La Crosse, 
have contacted the LPLA about participating in their 
own hunts. Since the La Crosse History Hunt was cre-
ated to require no prior historical knowledge, it is easy 
to repurpose the material for specialized groups and a 
younger audience. Due to the positive feedback, we hope 
that more permanent, annual funding can be secured. 
In 2014 and 2015, Roden and the LPLA secured outside 
funding, but the sources were one-time opportunities. 
Although budgets and funding can be tight, the goal is 
to continue this free community event for years to come.
OTHER NEWS—Continued  
Paul Eisloeffel, Editor 
(Continued from page 17)
Example Archives Clues
On May 11, 1899, a group of African 
American men met at Weidner & Taggert’s 
Barbershop to choose a name for their 
baseball team. 
•  What was the team name?
•  What was the address for Weidner & Taggert’s 
Barbershop in 1899?
Answers:
•  The Excelsiors
•  329 Main Street 
Built in 1920, this former performing arts 
theater is currently the oldest and only 
operating movie theater in downtown La 
Crosse. Its interior was designed by decorator 
Odin J. Oyen. It is a favorite spot for many 
college students on a tight budget.
•  What is this place called?
•  Get a TEAM PHOTO around the ticket booth.
Answer: 
•  Rivoli Theater
1. Mike Doyle et al., A Fast Track to Cultural Immersion: 
The Scavenger Hunt (Philadelphia: Haworth Press, 
2004). 
The LPLA hopes to establish the La Crosse History Hunt 
as an annual event, improving its efficiency and success, 
while continuing to incorporate fresh material. The larger 
goal is to see this event become part of the social fabric 
of the La Crosse community and draw in new, eager 
participants every year.  
Interested in learning more? Contact Scott Brouwer at 
sbrouwer@lacrosselibrary.org.
Striking a pose at a statue in Riverside Park, La Crosse
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Exactly: A New Tool for  
Digital File Acquisitions
AVPreserve and the Louie B. Nunn Center for Oral His-
tory at the University of Kentucky Libraries are excited 
to announce the release of a new tool for born-digital 
acquisition and delivery.
Building on work originally begun by the Gates Ar-
chive, AVPreserve and the Louie B. Nunn Center for 
Oral History at the University of Kentucky Libraries 
developed Exactly to meet the growing need for archives 
to acquire born-digital content directly from donors 
and to begin the activities of establishing provenance 
and fixity early in the process of acquisition. Read 
more about how the Nunn Center is using Exactly at 
networks.h-net.org/node/16738/discussions/106155/
nunn-center-releases-new-tool-oral-history-transfer.
Exactly is a simple and easy-to-use application for remotely 
and safely transferring any born-digital materials from a 
sender to a recipient. Exactly uses the BagIt File Packaging 
Format (an Internet Engineering Task-Force standard, 
developed by the Library of Congress and the California 
Digital Library, with current support from George Wash-
ington University and the University of Maryland), sup-
ports FTP transfer as well as standard network transfers, 
and integrates into desktop-based file sharing workflows 
such as Dropbox or Google Drive. 
Additionally, Exactly allows the recipient to create custom-
ized metadata templates for the sender to fill out before 
submission. Exactly can send e-mail notifications with 
transfer data and manifests when files have been delivered 
to the archives.
Read more about Exactly’s features in the User’s Guide and 
the Exactly Quickstart tutorial at www.avpreserve.com/
tools/exactly. Downloads for the Exactly application are 
also available there (for Windows, MAC, or Java Package).
OTHER NEWS—Continued  
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Call for Collections Profiles
H-Midwest is soliciting brief, 300–750-word descriptions 
of institutions, research centers, or specific archival col-
lections that address any aspect of midwestern history, 
culture, and life, including manuscript collections, audio-
visual materials, and collections relating to midwestern art, 
film, and material and visual culture. For more informa-
tion, see the full call available here: networks.h-net.org/
node/85290/discussions/104394/call-collection-profiles.
About the H-Midwest Network  
and H-Net
Housed at the History Department of Michigan State 
University, H-Net is an international interdisciplinary 
organization of scholars and teachers dedicated to develop-
ing the enormous educational potential of the Internet and 
the World Wide Web. H-Midwest is H-Net’s home for 
midwestern studies. H-Midwest covers midwestern studies 
from all angles—sociology, literature, history, economics, 
culture, law, arts—and questions in the broader field of 
regional studies as well. 
ArchivesAWARE!
Archivists sometimes commiserate with one another 
about how what we do is underappreciated or misun-
derstood. We complain that we are figuratively and, 
often literally, tucked away in the basement. Many 
archivists have worked hard to change that percep-
tion, making the case for how archivists change, 
enrich, and save lives, but there is so much more 
work to do to raise awareness about our profession. 
We know how important our work is, but that will 
never be enough.
ArchivesAWARE! is an online space where profession-
als and students engaged in all aspects of archival 
work can share their experiences of and ideas for rais-
ing public awareness of archives and the value that 
archives and archivists add to business, government, 
education, and society as a whole. The blog is hosted 
by the Society of American Archivists and managed 
by its Committee on Public Awareness (COPA).
Read the latest blog post—written by MAC member 
Samantha Norling—and learn more at archivesaware 
.archivists.org.
Allied Vaughn is a valuable resource to organizations, providing 
customized scalable services and staﬃng solutions to arrange, 
describe, digitize, and manage your digital and physical collections.
Chris Barkoozis, PPM, Director of Content Management                                                                                            
chris.barkoozis@alliedvaughn.com 
248.245.5543 
Lisa M. Schell, MLIS, Digital Archive Manager
lisa.schell@alliedvaughn.com
734.353.2465
                                     
Preserving your stories since 1959.
11923 Brookkeld Livonia, MI 48150
www.alliedvaughndam.com
Do you have collection formats you cannot access?
Do you have projects but not enough funding?
Does your backlog date back several years?
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Contact Eric Willey at emwille@ilstu.edu if you would like to guest author a column or have a good idea to share.
Archival Resources on the Web—Eric Willey, Assistant Editor,  
Illinois State University, Normal
A Digital Tour of Brew City: Milwaukee on the Web
By Ann Hanlon, University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee
When you think of Milwaukee these days, you might 
well anticipate this year’s upcoming Annual Meeting. But 
any other time, you almost certainly think beer—and 
for good reason. Our “gathering place by the waters” 
geography, our blue-collar industrial heritage, and our 
allure as an immigrant destination all conspired to make 
beer what made Milwaukee famous. Those same forces all 
contributed to make Milwaukee all the things it may not 
be quite as famous for. The same German immigrants who 
established the most iconic breweries also made Milwaukee 
the home of a long tradition of socialist government that 
gave the city a reputation for some of the finest parks and 
sewers in the country. It wasn’t just the Germans that built 
Milwaukee, though—the city’s history embraces numer-
ous ethnicities, including a strong Polish presence on the 
south side, more recent surges in the Latino population 
and, following the Vietnam War, the settlement of a sizable 
population of Hmong refugees. African Americans have 
contributed significantly to Milwaukee’s history, with 
Vel Phillips, Lloyd Barbee, and other activists leading the 
city during the civil rights movement of the late 1960s, 
when Milwaukee became known as the “Selma of the 
North” because of its central role in the national struggle 
to desegregate schools and housing. But these examples 
are only the froth on the brew that is Milwaukee. You can 
investigate nearly any aspect of Milwaukee’s history more 
deeply by exploring the rich variety of digital collections 
the city and state have to offer.
Why not dive right into the history of beer and brewing 
in Milwaukee? The Wisconsin Historical Society Im-
age Galleries at wihist.org/1U85pzC include a portal to 
over 500 images documenting taverns and brewing in 
Wisconsin, including iconic Milwaukee breweries Pabst, 
Schlitz, and Blatz. Of particular interest are the 100-plus 
images of beer labels, featuring both long-gone and long-
running brands, and an 1896 photograph of the Schlitz 
Palm Garden, an ornate beer garden formerly located only 
three blocks away from the downtown Hilton (venue for 
our Annual Meeting), at Third and Wisconsin. 
Images depicting the prevalence of the brewery and beer-
drinking culture in Milwaukee are sprinkled throughout 
numerous digital collections. A search for “beer” across 
the digital collections at the University of Wisconsin–
Milwaukee (collections.lib.uwm.edu) yields over 500 
results, including postcards, taverns, and tied houses (bars 
“tied” to particular breweries). The Milwaukee Public 
Library’s digital collections also include hundreds of 
images of Milwaukee taverns and breweries, including 
photographs of strikes at Schlitz and Miller in 1981 and 
1983. See them at content.mpl.org/cdm/search/collection/
HstoricPho/searchterm/breweries!strike/field/all!all/
mode/exact!exact/conn/and!and/order/title/ad/asc. 
Milwaukee—and the digital collections that document 
it—are about a little more than beer, though. A singular 
resource for delving into the city’s (and the state’s) many 
attributes can be found at the Wisconsin Historical 
Society’s Turning Points in Wisconsin History (wis-
consinhistory.org/turningpoints). There you can learn 
more about the history of Wisconsin through a series of 
essays coupled with links to digitized articles, images, and 
other primary sources. The site helps put Milwaukee in 
the context of its earliest inhabitants, the steady procession 
of new visitors and settlers to the state and region, the in-
dustrialization that shaped the city and the labor struggles 
that followed, and the effect of national and world events. 
The essays are searchable, so if you still want to learn more 
about beer, a search for the term returns dozens of results, 
including an article on the first commercial brewery in 
Milwaukee (Owen’s Brewery, opened in 1840 by three 
Welshmen) and even more resources on prohibition. The 
essays are comprehensive, from an exploration of early 
native cultures and original manuscripts from the papers 
A view of the interior of the Schlitz Palm Garden, circa 
1896. Wisconsin Historical Society.
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of noted Wisconsin naturalist, Increase Lapham; to an 
essay on nineteenth-century immigration to the state that 
provides an introduction to the earliest waves of European 
immigrants and where they settled; to essays on the Pro-
gressive Era in the state; and finally the changes wrought 
by two world wars, economic collapse and recovery, and 
the struggle for civil rights. The site takes you on a guided 
historical tour, accompanied by an expert selection of 
materials from the holdings of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society. It is one of the best online introductions to the 
history of the state to be found. 
The digital collections at the Milwaukee Public Library 
include over 7,000 digitized photos drawn from the 
nearly 50,000 photographs that make up the Milwaukee 
Historic Photos Collection at content.mpl.org/cdm/
landingpage/collection/HstoricPho. The historic photos 
are an especially rich source for images of Milwaukee’s 
historic buildings. The collection includes eight images 
of the Schroeder Hotel, now the Milwaukee Hilton, and 
site of the MAC 2016 Annual Meeting. 
(Continued from page 21)
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find just that—images of wagons used by local businesses 
in the early twentieth century to deliver sausages, bedding, 
milk, mail, and cheese to Milwaukee’s citizens. Search 
this collection at content.mpl.org/cdm/search/collection/
milwbiz. And, speaking of transportation options, the 
Milwaukee Waterways collection includes images of 
the ships that still deliver goods to the port of Milwaukee 
(content.mpl.org/cdm/search/collection/MilwWaterwa). 
Notably, the collection also includes aerial photos of the 
Milwaukee River that illustrate the changing skyline of 
the city over the course of the middle twentieth century. 
And, look for a dramatic image of a captured German U-
boat being tugged up the Milwaukee River in 1954—the 
same submarine now on permanent exhibit at the Chicago 
Museum of Science and Industry.
The University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee Libraries’ 
Digital Collections include over 120,000 images, films, 
oral histories, manuscripts, and newspapers at collec-
tions.lib.uwm.edu. Materials from the UWM Archives 
(uwm.edu/libraries/archives) highlight the diversity of 
Milwaukee and how that diversity has shaped the history 
of the city. A number of oral history collections from the 
archives narrate the experiences of disparate groups in Mil-
waukee, including barbers, Italian and Danube-Swabian 
immigrants, and a recent project to document transgender 
experience in the city, the Milwaukee Transgender 
Oral History Project (collections.lib.uwm.edu/cdm/
search/collection/transhist). The underground scene is 
represented in the collections by Kaleidoscope, a major 
underground newspaper published in Milwaukee between 
1967 and 1971, and the subject of a Supreme Court case 
on obscenity that ultimately ruled in the paper’s favor 
(collections.lib.uwm.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/
kal). The official student perspective is well represented by 
the UW–Milwaukee student newspaper, the UWM Post, 
currently under construction at collections.lib.uwm.edu/
cdm/landingpage/collection/uwmpost. Or, for the Mar-
quette student perspective, which goes all the way back to 
1916, see the Marquette Tribune, part of Marquette Uni-
versity’s e-Archives collections at cdm16280.contentdm.
oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16280coll3.
Milwaukee Polonia, a significant collection from the 
holdings of the UWM Archives, includes over 32,000 
glass-plate negatives that visually document the south 
side of Milwaukee when it was predominantly Polish 
(uwm.edu/mkepolonia). The site includes guided browse 
categories to help users navigate the vast collection. Browse 
Use the “Browse all” and the facets on the left of the results 
page to narrow your search to topics including images of 
Harley-Davidson motorcycles and manufacturing, and 
over 300 images of Milwaukee festivals—with photos 
of Summerfest, Brady Street Festival, and the annual 
Juneteenth Day celebration to mark the freeing of slaves 
after the Civil War. For another view into the city’s history, 
try the Wagons of Milwaukee Businesses collection to 
Looking east on Wisconsin Avenue (then Grand Aveue) in 
Milwaukee, 1885. Historic Photo Collection, Milwaukee 
Public Library.
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the “urban scenes” category to find over 1,300 images 
of the streets of (mostly south-side) Milwaukee and its 
businesses. Or narrow your search to “Traffic accidents” to 
find nearly 300 images of car, buggy, and wagon wrecks. 
The collection is also a rich source for genealogists and 
anyone with Polish roots in Milwaukee. The collection is 
keyword searchable, and its scope and size lends itself to 
searches for Polish surnames, Milwaukee street names, or 
any number of subject-oriented keywords. 
marches and counterdemonstrations, news conferences, 
and other events related to the struggle. Photographs, 
archival documents, and oral histories all help tell the 
story of this pivotal time in Milwaukee’s history. An 
updated site was launched in February and includes newly 
added news and archival film footage. A highlight is the 
addition of materials from the papers of Vel Phillips, the 
first African American woman to serve on Milwaukee’s 
Common Council, and a major force for fair housing in 
the city. She donated her papers to the Wisconsin Histori-
cal Society in 2015. 
The UWM Digital Collections also document the 
local LGBT community, with, for example, videos from 
the Milwaukee Gay-Lesbian Cable Network—among 
the first LGBT-oriented, publicly broadcast programs in 
the United States (collections.lib.uwm.edu/cdm/search/
collection/mglcn)—and the Milwaukee Transgender Oral 
History Project. Of particular note are collections docu-
menting organizations that formed to combat the AIDS 
crisis beginning in the early 1980s, including the papers 
of the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin (ARCW) at 
collections.lib.uwm.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/
arcw, and a series of videos broadcast by AIDS activists 
ACT UP Milwaukee in the early 1990s at collections.lib 
.uwm.edu/cdm/search/collection/actup.
The rich histories of Milwaukee and Wisconsin are nearly 
matched by the rich digital collections available to explore 
them. And, like the city, those collections are constantly 
changing and growing, so check back frequently. After 
you’re done exploring the city virtually, come see it in 
person, and hoist a glass to the long history of visitors who 
have spent time in Milwaukee, the stories and documents 
they’ve left behind, and your place among them.
A crowd gathers to see a truck crashed into a building 
on Milwaukee’s south side. Milwaukee Polonia Digital 
Collection, University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee Libraries, 
Archives Department.
The March on Milwaukee digital collection at uwm.edu/
marchonmilwaukee skips ahead a few decades to the late 
1960s to tell the story of the struggle for civil rights in 
the city. The collection includes news footage of protest 
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A Proposal: Using Metrics to Augment Reappraisal
By Jordan Phoenix, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Background
Archival appraisal practices have long been a source of 
debate in the archival community, particularly the process 
of reappraising existing archival holdings. We have been 
told for decades that reappraisal and deaccessioning are 
not only part of good collections management practices1 
but that they are essential in the face of an ever-growing 
volume of materials arriving on our doorsteps. 
The responsible management of archival acquisitions 
can quickly become unsustainable if reappraisal is not 
an integral part of the process. This is particularly true 
with digital materials. Even if appraisal decisions seem 
prudent, reappraisal becomes increasingly important for 
digital holdings. The outlay for processing and preserv-
ing digital content grows as the volume of accessioned 
materials increases. And, while storage space for digital 
content seems a minimal concern, the greater the amount 
of content we have to manage, the greater the management 
costs are over time. File formats, affordable storage costs, 
and software tools now offer the opportunity to enhance 
management strategies for digital content and move the 
appraisal/reappraisal discussion productively forward. In 
this article, I propose the implementation of a metrics-
augmented approach to reappraisal as part of an overall 
management strategy that may be useful especially for 
digital archives.2
Appraisal, Reappraisal, and Backlogs
Archivists often struggle to include reappraisal in their 
daily operations because they have a finite number of hours 
to devote to processing and managing their collections. In 
addition, attending to new accessions often takes priority 
due to dedicated funding sources associated with them. 
To add to the daunting processing schedule assigned to 
large backlogs and the looming influx of thousands or even 
millions of digital objects arriving with new accessions, 
reappraising materials may seem like a poor use of limited 
time and resources. 
Traditional appraisal strategies for archival collections 
typically rely heavily on subjective criteria such as current 
and anticipated use and functional value of the materials.3 
The National Archives and Records Administration’s ap-
praisal policy, for example, is 14 pages long and includes 
questions such as “How significant are the records for 
research?”4 An appraisal strategy that relies primarily on 
Contact Joanne Kaczmarek at jkaczmar@illinois.edu if you would like to guest author a column or have a good idea to share.
subjective evaluation can result in overretention, underuti-
lized holdings, and inconsistent guidance given to records 
creators. This can lead to holdings that are infrequently 
accessed yet continue to consume resources while bringing 
little tangible value to the institution. Just over 10 years 
ago, Mark Greene and Dennis Meissner proposed MPLP5 
(More Product, Less Process) as a potential solution to 
tackle backlogs and the influx of new materials. The basic 
concept is that less time should be spent accessioning 
materials, and a simple, high-level description of them 
should suffice. This approach is particularly appropriate 
for digital content. Coupling MPLP with a metrics-
augmented reappraisal strategy could be a practical way 
forward for digital archives.
Adding Metrics to Good Guidelines
The Society of American Archivists’ (SAA) latest guide-
lines for reappraisal and deaccessioning call for a more 
formal and transparent process of deaccessioning.6 This 
approach integrates various traditional appraisal tech-
niques with business performance metrics for the purpose 
of achieving sustainable growth. Metrics and standard, 
repeatable processes can help to justify appraisal and 
reappraisal decisions and ultimately establish measurable 
institutional value. The SAA guidelines call attention to 
the need for reappraisal as part of the overall management 
strategy for archival holdings. By combining traditional 
archival practices with business-driven performance stan-
dards, appraisal strategies could be relaxed at the point 
of acquisition. Through incorporating a recurring reap-
praisal process into the management of archival holdings, 
particularly digital archives, less effort could be spent on 
preliminary appraisal prior to acquisition. 
Big Buckets and Time
A metrics-augmented reappraisal strategy starts by inten-
tionally overaccessioning digital records. This means using 
the big-bucket or macro-appraisal approach and gathering 
up everything that might be of interest, similar to the 
National Archives and Records Administration Capstone 
approach to e-mail.7 Once accessioned, software tools 
would be applied to assist in filtering and classifying the 
content as part of the usual archival processing steps. Over 
time, through the gathering of use statistics, the archivist 
will have metrics to augment his or her professional evalu-
ation of the institution’s holdings during predetermined 
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reappraisal periods. This strategy would gauge the value 
of the materials based on interest shown in particular col-
lections or series as measured in use statistics coupled with 
a traditional professional assessment of the significance of 
the materials. 
After a predefined period of time, records series or collec-
tions that have low use statistics along with low historical 
value, as determined by professional assessment, would 
be placed on a watch list for some period of years. While 
materials are on the watch list, archivists could intention-
ally use the materials in outreach efforts and programming 
with the hope that the new attention given them would 
foster new interest by patrons. At the end of the watch 
period, materials that continue to be underutilized and 
are not otherwise assessed to have high value would be 
marked for deaccessioning. Materials that receive more 
use or are otherwise assessed to have high value would be 
taken off the watch list. Once the reappraisal process is 
completed on a particular set of materials, the clock would 
start again for another reappraisal cycle.
The specific period of time between reappraisal cycles 
would be tailored to the specific needs and resources of 
the institution. Keep in mind that use statistics and other 
such metrics should never be alone in determining which 
collections stay and which go. At all times, the expertise 
of the archivist must be applied when reviewing materi-
als identified as underutilized or unused. Regardless of 
these metrics, retention may be warranted based on their 
historical significance.
One Possible Scenario
Here is one possible scenario for how this process might 
work. Upon acquisition of a collection of digital objects 
that represents a new record series, software tools would be 
immediately applied to help filter and classify the materi-
als as a routine step in processing. Upon review of these 
results, a preliminary reappraisal decision would be made, 
perhaps calling for a 10-year period prior to conducting 
a reappraisal. During this time, usage statistics would 
be collected. At the end of 10 years, if use of the records 
series fell below the 20th percentile, it would be placed 
on a watch list for the next 10 years. During this time, 
the archivist might choose to conduct programming to 
promote interest in a topic related to the series with the 
expectation that use would increase. After 20 years passes, 
if use of the series remains below the 20th percentile, the 
archivist would prepare to deaccession the materials. At 
this point, the archivist would still be expected to use her 
or his professional assessment to retain some or all of the 
underutilized materials.
Benefits
One benefit of metrics-augmented reappraisal is that 
firm, number-based evidence supports the decision to 
deaccession. If the archives makes a collection available 
to the public that earns no interest even after it has been 
identified as underutilized and has been intentionally 
promoted by the institution, it can be reasonably argued 
that it is a legitimate candidate for deaccessioning. As 
always, the act of deaccessioning need not be limited to the 
destruction of the materials. Rather, it may include transfer 
of the materials to another, more suitable institution or 
perhaps return to the original donor.
Regardless of the initial appraisal method applied, a 
metrics-augmented reappraisal strategy can align existing 
resources and holdings with institutional needs. This 
approach, relying on technology to gather and evaluate 
use statistics over time combined with subjective inputs 
from the archivists should afford the opportunity to focus 
less on appraising/reappraising acquisitions and more on 
outreach and programming. 
While not a perfect solution for every institution, 
metrics-augmented reappraisal is a workable approach 
that is more sustainable in an environment of intense 
growth and limited resources. In particular, mixed-value 
content, such as e-mail, can be more easily appraised by 
archivists and records creators alike. Metrics-augmented 
reappraisal allows collections to self-distill in an organic 
yet controlled manner that is reasonably consistent and 
repeatable between archivists. Without a doubt, metrics 
can provide both support for both digital and analog 
preservation strategies and demonstrable value of the 
return on investment to the institution.
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Preservation Essentials—Sara Holmes, Assistant Editor, National Archives at St. Louis
The Preservation Self-Assessment Program:  
A Tool to Aid in Preservation and Conservation Prioritization
By Jennifer Hain Teper, University of Illinois Library
Archivists and other collection managers in smaller institu-
tions must balance a great number of responsibilities, very 
often encompassing the preservation of collections in their 
care. While some may have a background and capability 
in this area, many have only the most basic knowledge of 
preservation needs. Add this to the fact that many of the 
collections they care for are mixed formats including not 
just papers but photographs and other image materials, 
books, audiovisual recordings, and, now, digital files. 
The preservation knowledge challenges facing the average 
archivist are staggering. While some are fortunate enough 
to work in institutions that employ preservation profes-
sionals or conservators, most are not at institutions large 
enough to afford such positions. 
The Preservation Self-Assessment Program (PSAP, psap 
.library.illinois.edu) is a free, online tool developed through 
the generous funding of an Institute for Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS) National Leadership Grant and 
led by preservation professionals at the University of Illi-
nois Libraries. Conservators, collection care professionals, 
archivists, and collection managers guided its design and 
functionalities, collaborating to develop a preservation tool 
to help their peers better understand the materials under 
their care and establish preservation priorities.1 Through 
guided evaluation of materials, storage/exhibit environ-
ments, and institutional policies, the PSAP produces 
reports on the factors that impact the health of cultural 
heritage materials and defines the points from which to 
begin care. The PSAP provides targeted preservation as-
sessment of paper documents, books, photographic and 
image materials, and audiovisual media. Users perform 
either item-level or collection-level assessments through 
sampling, and the PSAP evaluates responses to the assess-
ment to produce prioritized preservation needs, as well as 
provides textual and image-based educational resources 
to aid in the identification of different types of materials 
and their preservation challenges.
Scope of Materials
The PSAP was modeled after a successful smaller program, 
the Audiovisual Self-Assessment Program (AvSAP, also 
funded by the IMLS), which focuses exclusively on analog 
audiovisual materials preservation. Broadening the scope 
of the AvSAP, the PSAP covers the majority of materials 
found in a modern archives with the exception of digital 
media, though some rare formats may be omitted. Broadly, 
the PSAP was developed to evaluate the preservation 
needs and conditions of the following formats and classes 
of materials:
• Audiovisual media: Film; videotape (open reel, 
cartridge based, analog, digital); audiotape (open reel, 
cartridge based, analog, digital); phonograph records; 
optical media (CD, DVD); grooved cylinders; and 
wire recordings.
• Photographic and image materials: Photographic 
prints (black and white, color); negatives (glass, film); 
slides and transparencies (glass, film); daguerreotypes; 
ambrotypes; tintypes; photomechanical prints; digital 
prints; and microformats.
• Paper (bound and unbound): Various ink/media on 
various paper types including documents; books; pam-
phlets; manuscripts; typescripts; office reprographics 
(xeroxes, carbon copies, etc.); architectural reproduction 
(blueprints, diazos, etc.); and more.
How the PSAP Works
The PSAP has two main interfaces for users, the Format 
Identification Guide (FIDG) and the Institutional Assess-
ment tool. The FIDG is a free-standing web resource open 
to anybody and does not require a logon, but works in 
concert with the assessment tool to aid users in identifying 
the format of their collection materials. In it, materials 
are broken down into broad categories (for instance, for 
photographic images, this would be photographic prints, 
cased/direct photographs, negatives, or transparencies). 
Each individual format within the categories has a page 
with extensive photographic references, description of the 
visual appearance of the material, material composition, 
standard deterioration pathways, historical background, 
and ideal storage and display recommendations.2 
(Continued on page 28)
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This section of the Format ID Guide pertains to ambrotype photographs.
The PSAP assessment interface has been designed as a 
web application that is functional on both PC and Mac 
platforms and can be used on desktop computers, tablets, 
and mobile smart phones. All data is stored and backed 
up at the University of Illinois, which is committed to 
long-term support of the project. Users request a logon 
and an institutional affiliation and, once they are logged 
on, enter information about their institutional practices, 
repositories (various discrete archives within a larger 
organization, for instance), the locations where materials 
are stored or exhibited, their collections, and, last, the 
individual items within collections. 
As institutions, repositories, locations, and resources (col-
lections or items) are created, users are asked to enter lim-
ited descriptive information about each of these creations 
so that they can be identified later. Repositories, locations, 
and collections are all saved and available to be selected as 
options for further entries. For collections or individual 
items, a section of optional descriptive information may be 
used in place of a nonexistent catalog, inventory, or find-
ing aid, thus also producing searchable (and exportable) 
descriptive metadata about the materials assessed.
While it is not possible to estimate how much time each 
evaluation could take a user, as the time needed varies 
greatly with experience and the complexity of the materials 
being assessed, the program developers have made every 
effort to minimize questions to the most critical to evalu-
ate preservation effectively. The project goal is that each 
item take only a few minutes from start to finish once 
users are comfortable with the interface and their most 
common formats. 
Assessment Levels
Assessment questions are asked at three different lev-
els—institution, location, and resource/item. For each 
level, once the assessment questions have been completed, 
users can review the results of their responses by clicking 
on the “Score Summary” tab for each section, which not 
only gives the resulting score as calculated by the PSAP, 
but also shows the weight and score for each question, so 
users can identify areas where they scored poorly to better 
enable them to target areas of improvement. Questions at 
the institutional level focus on policies and practices that 
have broad influence on preservation, such as collection 
development policies, disaster planning, and security. 
The results of a user’s responses at the institutional level 
do not affect the individual scores and ranking of items 
assessed, but results can give an institution a better sense 
of its “preservation savviness” and can help identify larger 
programmatic areas that could be improved to help better 
support collection preservation efforts.
The next level of questions focuses on the environment, 
whether storage or exhibit, where the materials reside. 
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The Institutional Assessment
The Location Assessment
A view of the “top level” help in assessing condition of an 
ambrotype—more detailed information pertaining to the 
condition of ambrotypes can be accessed by clicking on the 
“more information” link
Information collected on each location focuses on its 
temperature and relative humidity controls as well as its 
disaster response infrastructure such as fire suppression and 
alarms. Once information is added about a given location, 
it is saved and available to be linked to from item-level 
assessments. Scores are also produced for the generalized 
preservation quality of a given location; however, certain 
formats may or may not be appropriate for all storage 
environments, so the score is based only on a generalized 
aggregate collection scenario.
The last assessment section is for the individual items, 
called “resources,” themselves. Collections of resources can 
be identified by creating items within a defined “collection-
level resource,” which also allows for the comparison 
of preservation scores at a collection level. To create a 
resource, the user is prompted to give as much descriptive 
information as possible, though no fields except for a title/
name and whether that name applies to an individual item 
or a collection is required information. Assessment ques-
tions for resources revolve around the physical item and its 
current storage, and may vary slightly depending upon the 
format of the resource. The user must identify the format 
of an item and then answer questions relative to its use, 
storage, and physical condition. Format identification is 
aided by the FIDG (greater detail on this resource is given 
below), but all other questions have extensive, multilevel 
help functions built in to help users unfamiliar with a 
given question or concept ample background to allow 
them to answer questions confidently.
PRESERVATION ESSENTIALS—Continued 
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Score Generation
Scores are generated at each of the three levels of assess-
ment: institution, location, and resource. The institutional 
score is independent; however, the location score does have 
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an influence on the final resource score. Overall, scores 
are generated to give a final value between 0 and 100, 
though scores at either extreme of this range are nearly 
impossible to attain, and most final scores fall between 
the values of 40 and 90. The final resource score weighs 
the condition of an item as half (50%) of the score, the 
format of the resource as 40%, the location of the resource 
as 5%, and the temperature and relative humidity of the 
location are each 2.5% for a total of 100%. The project 
team developed this weighting of scores to represent 
the understood balance of the current condition of an 
object with the inherent vulnerabilities of an individual 
artifact (format) and the effects of the environment on 
that particular format (location, temperature, and RH).
Reports
The final output format of the PSAP assessment is a report. 
The report both numerically and graphically summarizes 
the assessment performed, including grouping items by 
collection, if collection-level aggregation was included. 
For easy sharing, the reports can be easily exported, either 
individually or all together, into PDF format.
Added Functionalities
Every effort has been made to make this application both 
user friendly and useful. To that end, several function-
alities internal to the program make entering data more 
simple, and others help share information in the PSAP 
with other systems.
Internally, the PSAP is equipped with a cloning func-
tionality that allows users doing data entry to re-create a 
record, either with or without the condition assessment, 
so that data need not be fully re-entered if a group of 
materials shares many similar characteristics, such as 
location, collection, date, and format (for instance, a run 
of compact cassette recordings of a particular event). In 
addition to cloning, the PSAP also offers the ability to 
virtually “move” collections or individual resources to a 
different location. This can be useful in several ways. If a 
collection is moved to a new location, the PSAP records 
can be updated en masse, saving time while keeping 
data current. Also, users can virtually move collections 
to various locations programmed into the PSAP to see if 
particular formats or collections are better preserved in 
one location than in another.
Externally, the PSAP has been designed to interface or 
export to other commonly used collection management 
tools. For those institutions using ArchivesSpace (www 
.archivesspace.org), the PSAP has the capability to im-
port EAD-XML files exported from the ArchivesSpace 
software, thus cutting down on necessary descriptive data 
entry, most often at the collection level. Unfortunately, at 
this time, data developed in the PSAP cannot be imported 
directly into ArchivesSpace; however, data entered into the 
PSAP can also be exported in a variety of formats (CSV, 
XML, and JSON) to be utilized in other applications. One 
export specifically outlined in the user manual is how to 
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An example of a resource-level report for a given institution
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export the PSAP data into CSV and map that information 
over to import into PastPerfect 5.0.
Additional Resources
Last, while the PSAP project very purposefully does not 
provide prescriptive next steps toward preservation, the 
website does offer many helpful resources to let users 
better understand the application as well as preservation. 
In direct support of the application, the PSAP website 
contains an extensive help page including short tutorial 
videos, a quick start guide, and a complete user manual. A 
full bibliography and glossary of terms are also available.
In assisting users to take next steps toward preserva-
tion, the PSAP offers a range of Supplementary Guides 
(presented within the user manual) which offer current 
advice on topics such as how to select and understand 
preservation storage materials, when and how to bring in 
a preservation professional or conservator, finding disaster 
recovery services, and what grant opportunities might be 
available for funding preservation projects.
Learning More about the PSAP and the Future 
of Assessment Programs
If you are interested in learning more about the PSAP, 
please visit the project website at psap.library.illinois 
.edu and either create a logon, or feel free to use a pre-
established test user logon (logon ID: “TestUser,” and the 
password: “Password”). 
We envision the PSAP as being designed in stages, with 
the current release being the completion of stage two. 
We imagine additional modes of the PSAP to potentially 
include natural history specimens, anthropology/archaeol-
ogy collections, fine art, textiles, and/or digital media.
Notes
1. The PSAP would not have been possible without the 
leadership of project staff (Ryan Edge, Amanda Eise-
mann, Jamie Wittenberg, and Alex Dolski) and our 
tireless Advisory Committee members (Jenny Arena 
and Teresa Martinez, Heritage Preservation; Christa 
Deacy-Quinn, Spurlock Museum; Sandra Fritz, 
Illinois State Library; Bill Kemp, McLean County 
Museum of History; Russell Lewis, Chicago History 
Museum; Patricia Miller, Illinois Heritage Association; 
and Anke Voss, Urbana Free Library).
2. Many thanks to all who helped by contributing images 
to this part of the project, most importantly the Image 
Permanence Institute, which allowed us to use many 
of the images from the Graphics Atlas project for the 
photographic section of the FIDG (graphicsatlas.org).
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The Preservation of Digital Prints and the  
Essential Work of the Image Permanence Institute
By Elizabeth Reilly, University of Louisville
The Image Permanence Institute (IPI) located at the 
Rochester Institute of Technology is a nonprofit founda-
tion that has been working to research and promote the 
preservation of images and cultural property since 1985. 
Now recognized as a leader in the field, IPI develops and 
presents sustainable practices for the preservation of visual 
and other forms of recorded information to museums, 
archives, and libraries around the world.
Through extensive laboratory testing, IPI has become the 
chief authority on image stability and preservation guide-
lines. It created the Photographic Activity Test (PAT), a 
trusted method for determining the safety of materials 
used for photo storage and display, as well as a number 
of standards published by the International Organiza-
tion for Standardization (ISO). Resources developed by 
IPI include numerous publications, guides, reports, and 
webinars on diverse preservation topics, a web-based dew 
point calculator for environmental monitoring, A-D strips 
for detecting vinegar syndrome in acetate film collections, 
preservation metrics for helping collecting institutions 
understand their storage environments and to set goals, 
and the Graphics Atlas—a thorough online resource 
for the identification and characterization of all types of 
prints and photographic objects. IPI makes many of these 
resources freely available through its website (www.image-
permanenceinstitute.org), thereby sharing its invaluable 
research and practical tools on behalf of the large effort to 
responsibly preserve the world’s cultural heritage.
In 2014, IPI received a grant from the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation to expand its work begun in 2007 on the 
evaluation and stability of digitally printed materials, 
to education and training. With this grant, IPI is going 
beyond the Digital Print Preservation Portal (DP3) 
Project, a website containing all of its relevant research 
results and practical tools to assist with the care of digitally 
printed materials, by holding a series of workshops and 
institutional visits. Designed specifically for professionals 
responsible for the long-term preservation of digitally 
printed materials, the three-day workshops offer free 
tuition, notebooks, supplies, and samples, but are by 
application only. 
Attendees are selected based on the variety of their roles 
and institution types, as well as on their geographic loca-
tion; IPI deliberately trains professionals from across the 
globe who will then return home with new knowledge 
IPI’s Digital Print Preservation Portal website, dp3project.org
Digital print and digital paper sample books and pocket 
microscope are provided to all workshop attendees. Photo by 
Elizabeth Reilly.
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and skills to pass on to their colleagues. When I attended 
this workshop in October of 2015, the attendees traveled 
to Rochester, New York, from all over North America as 
well as from Spain, Peru, and Australia.
Since the 1990s, digital technology has drastically changed 
the way images are created. Printers for personal computers 
quickly proved to be much more convenient for producing 
photographs than a wet darkroom, and commercial print-
ing embraced the cost savings of digital technology. The 
popularity of digital printing exploded, and now virtually 
every piece of printed communication is created digitally. 
As the curator of a photographic archives that collects a 
wide array of materials including historical photographs 
and both vintage and contemporary fine prints, as well as 
vernacular photography, ephemera, and manuscripts, I am 
increasingly accessioning digitally created materials. My 
archives is hardly unique, as most libraries, archives, and 
museums are adding more and more digitally printed items 
to their permanent collections, thus raising the question 
of how best to care for these materials.
Like me, most photo curators, collection managers, 
registrars, archivists, and conservators are trained in 
the identification and care of common nineteenth- and 
twentieth-century photographic materials, but still have 
much to learn about the relatively new, though ubiquitous, 
range of digitally printed photographic materials. Through 
a combination of lectures, slide presentations, group 
exercises, hands-on demonstrations, and microscopic 
investigations, the IPI workshop instills in attendees the 
history, terminology, and sensitivities of various digital 
print materials and processes, as well as the essential skills 
of identification and selecting appropriate preservation 
strategies.
The workshop focuses on the three most common 
forms of digital output IPI has identified: inkjet, digital 
electrophotography, and dye sublimation. While all three 
of these digital printing technologies include variations 
in the types of colorants, delivery, and papers used, the 
following generalizations about each are valuable for their 
identification and long-term preservation. Much more 
in-depth consideration of each technology is available 
on the Digital Print Preservation Portal (DP3) website.1
Inkjet prints are probably the most common type of digital 
image created today, as they are used for many different 
kinds of output and are popular with fine art printers. 
The first desktop inkjet printer was introduced in 1984, 
and the first color inkjet printer in 1993. Today inkjet 
printers use aqueous inks consisting of dyes or pigments, 
or a combination of color dyes and black pigment. While 
pigments are more colorfast than dyes, they are also more 
susceptible to abrasion. The older the inkjet print, the 
more unstable it is, as the use of all pigment colorants 
was not introduced until 2000. Specially coated papers 
were developed for inkjet printers to keep the ink from 
absorbing into the paper fibers, and RC (resin-coated) 
papers were introduced to make inkjet prints look more 
like traditional chromogenic photographs. Inkjet prints 
show a halftone pattern under magnification with the 
dots appearing circular with smooth edges (indicating a 
coated paper) to rough with feathered edges (indicating 
plain office paper). 
Workshop test to observe the effects of water on various types of 
digital prints. Photo by Elizabeth Reilly.
Digital electrophotography, often referred to as “laser” 
printing, is based on the technology used in traditional 
photocopiers and is common for documents and short-
run books and periodicals. It is also frequently used in 
glossy magazines, posters, and brochures. Introduced as 
(Continued on page 34)
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desktop printers in 1984, with color versions coming in 
1993, electrophotographic printers use either dry or liquid 
toners (pigments or dyes in polymer beads that then fuse 
to the paper). Under magnification, laser prints display a 
halftone structure, with dry toner dots having a dusty look 
and liquid toner dots showing smooth edges. Early laser 
prints and those on acidic paper require cold storage and 
are much less stable than newer laser prints.
Dye sublimation printing, known as “dye sub,” is only 
used for photographs (never documents) and is generally 
used for the 4” x 6” prints made at commercial kiosks, 
the earliest of which were introduced in 1986. Dye sub 
printing uses color dyes, and any prints created before 
1994, when protective overcoats began to be applied, are 
extremely prone to deterioration. Characteristics of dye 
sub prints are RC (resin-coated) paper with a perforated 
edge and the inability to truly focus on the image under 
magnification as there is no halftone pattern. Dye sub 
prints should be cared for in the same way as color 
chromogenic prints.
Just like traditional photographic materials, digitally 
printed items are very sensitive to heat, moisture, light, 
and pollution. As a result, IPI makes similar storage 
recommendations, with cold (40°F) temperature and 
a humidity range of 30%–50% RH being the optimal 
storage condition for the widest variety of digitally printed 
objects. But, as digital printing technologies use a diverse 
range of colorant and paper formulations, they also vary 
greatly in their sensitivities to the causes of decay. The 
most common forms of deterioration for digitally printed 
materials are fade, yellowing, bleed, abrasion, scratching, 
cracking, and delamination. IPI has found that certain 
types of inkjet prints are particularly vulnerable; pigment 
inkjet prints are particularly susceptible to abrasion, 
and inkjet dye prints will bleed when exposed to high 
humidity levels. 
IPI recommends following ISO standard 18902 when 
choosing enclosures for digitally printed materials. In gen-
eral, polyester enclosures should be used because paper can 
easily abrade some print surfaces, and smooth polyester 
interleaving should be used between certain digital prints 
when stacked. Of course, all other enclosures should be 
(Continued from page 33)
MIXED MEDIA—Continued  
Heather Fox, Assistant Editor
This inkjet print at 20x magnification shows amorphous color 
dots below black, indicating inkjet print of dye CMYK with 
pigment black. Photo by Elizabeth Reilly.
Table of qualitative storage ratings for photographs, from IPI’s Guide to Preservation of Digitally Printed Photographs
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Digital Print Comparison Tool at DP3project.org
acid free and have passed the PAT. IPI also has specific 
tips for handling digital prints, such as always wearing 
gloves, using a secondary support like a mat board to 
prevent flexing that can cause cracking and delamination, 
avoiding exposure to air over extended periods of time, 
and never rolling digital prints.
The vital work of IPI has resulted in dependable data to 
facilitate the design of institutional preservation policies 
based on environmental storage requirements, enclosure 
recommendations, and display and handling procedures 
for digitally printed materials. The Digital Print Preserva-
tion Portal provides a significant resource for the long-term 
preservation of digitally printed media and includes a digi-
tal print comparison tool (essential for the tricky task of 
identifying digital prints), a gallery of the various ways in 
which digital prints deteriorate, videos of tests conducted 
by IPI, thorough descriptions of the three major digital 
printing technologies, and other important information. 
IPI also continues to publish new findings on its research 
in its quarterly DP3 newsletter, available on the website 
and by e-mail subscription. For more information, see the 
Image Permanence Institute Digital Print Preservation 
Portal at dp3project.org.
I cannot stress enough the value of the Image Permanence 
Institute, its work, and what it offers to the field of cul-
tural preservation. Anyone responsible for the long-term 
preservation of digitally printed materials will benefit from 
the Digital Print Preservation Portal, but if you have the 
opportunity, I highly suggest you apply for the next IPI 
Digital Print Preservation Workshop.
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A Political Junkie in the Archives
By Hope E. Grebner, Drake University
I owe my career as an 
archivist to a United States 
senator who died 20 years 
before I was even born. If 
not for him, I may have 
never become interested in 
congressional history and 
archives. Senator Everett 
McKinley Dirksen and I 
were both born in Pekin, 
Illinois—he in the late 
1890s and I in the late 
1980s. Growing up, I 
would pass a statue of the 
senator on every trip to the 
park, but I will admit that I never really gave him much 
thought. As an undergraduate history major at Monmouth 
College in western Illinois, I wanted to do a research 
project on another of my state’s native politicians—Adlai 
Stevenson. However, when my professor discovered that I 
hailed from the same town as Dirksen, she insisted that I 
change my topic so I could travel home to do my primary 
source research at the Dirksen Congressional Center in 
Pekin. What started as a small research paper would end 
up taking me to conduct research at the Lyndon Johnson 
Presidential Library in Austin, Texas, and to a semester 
in Washington, DC, where I could visit the Library of 
Congress. And thus, my love affair with archives (and 
politics) was born. After this project, I was fortunate to 
take three archives courses as an undergraduate, where I 
gained hands-on experience by working in the Monmouth 
College Archives. When my senior year rolled around, I 
found myself torn between pursuing an MLS or a PhD 
in history—I loved doing research, but I also liked as-
sisting other people with their own research. Based on 
this, I decided to pursue a dual-degree program in library 
science and American history at Indiana University in 
Bloomington, Indiana. 
As a graduate student, I worked in the University Archives 
processing the papers of former senator Birch Bayh of In-
diana who is known for authoring two amendments to the 
US Constitution as well as authoring Title IX legislation. 
Here, I discovered that processing congressional papers 
Contact Johna Picco at johna.picco@gmail.com if you would like to guest author a column or have a good idea to share.
allowed me to combine my love of politics with my passion 
for history and assisting others with their research. I also 
found an incredible mentor who brought me into the fold 
of congressional and political papers archivists (I didn’t 
even know that was a profession!) and who helped me to 
secure an internship in the US Senate Historical Office, 
working under the archivist of the Senate. In addition to 
serving as the institutional memory of the chamber, the 
Senate Historical Office advises senators and committees 
on the disposition of their records, assists researchers, and 
maintains databases of the locations of former members’ 
papers. During my summer there, I worked on the descrip-
tion of backlogged electronic records from various Senate 
committees. The collection and preservation of electronic 
records is one of the greatest challenges faced by political 
papers archivists. In addition to the archival experience 
I gained, I also learned by osmosis about the Senate and 
how it functions as an institution. 
This internship gave me the confidence I needed to ap-
ply for and accept my first archivist position at Indiana 
University’s Modern Political Papers Collections. It was 
a two-year project archivist appointment, which are 
becoming increasingly common in the field. This type of 
appointment brought about its own challenges in addition 
to the time constraints of processing three congressional 
collections: Congressman Dan Burton (123 linear feet), 
Congressman Mike Pence (30 linear feet), and then my 
main project—Senator Richard Lugar (approximately 
1,600 linear feet and electronic records). During that 
time, I developed strong project management skills and 
supervisory experience as I managed a team of four to five 
graduate students who assisted in the processing. I was 
living in the town where I went to graduate school, my 
friends were still there, I had a great job doing something 
I love—what more could I want, right?  
Due to my temporary appointment, I always had one eye 
on the job market. When I saw the announcement for the 
political papers archivist position at Drake University, I 
knew I had to give it a shot. At the very least, it would be 
good interview experience. While it meant moving away 
from what was comfortable to a city I had never even 
visited, I knew it would allow me to grow as a professional 
Hope E. Grebner
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and an individual. In addition to managing the traditional 
processing duties for the newly acquired papers of Sena-
tor Tom Harkin, the job description included teaching 
responsibilities, acting as a liaison to the Harkin Institute 
for Public Policy and Citizen Engagement, and publicizing 
the collections. While I considered a potential move to 
Drake University, the main question friends and colleagues 
asked was, “Who would want to move to Iowa?” My 
response was always, “Me. Political nerds like me want to 
move to Iowa!” Just the thought of moving to the political 
center of the state that votes first was exciting to me. And 
it hasn’t disappointed. 
My advice for students and those entering the profession: 
• Never close a door. For me, this meant leaving open 
the option to pursue a history PhD by completing a 
dual-degree program. If you are having trouble deciding 
between two options, see if there is a way for you to do 
both. Find a way to blend your passions.
• Find a good mentor (and stay in touch!). Some of the 
most insightful advice I have ever received came from 
mentors. I look up to these individuals as role models 
in both my professional and personal life. Finding a 
mentor is more than having a superior who can simply 
show you the ropes. These individuals should truly see 
and help support your desire to grow. 
• Don’t be afraid to take risks. Take the short-term 
project position if you feel you can gain critical experi-
ence. Don’t be afraid to move to a new place. 
And so, in November 2014, I made the move from 
Indiana to Iowa. Drake University is a midsized, private 
university in Des Moines, and its University Archives 
and Special Collections is a relatively new endeavor, 
having been granted official administrative designation 
in 2012. Because of this, I have had the opportunity to 
be a part of building something from the ground up. In 
addition to managing its growing number of political 
papers collections, I have been able to contribute to the 
creation of policies and procedures for the archives as a 
whole. The largest collection in the archives is that of 
former senator Tom Harkin of Iowa. We also house the 
papers of Iowa governor Robert Ray and Congressman 
Neal Smith. The Political Papers Collections also include 
the Iowa Caucus Collection, a new initiative to preserve 
files, photos, audiovisual materials, and memorabilia 
from the Iowa caucuses. This collection documents the 
unique political culture that has developed in Iowa, the 
extraordinary interactions average Iowa citizens have with 
presidential candidates, and the ways in which Iowa’s 
caucuses informed and influenced the US presidency over 
the past 40 years. Perfect for a political junkie like me.
When I started at Drake, the Harkin papers had yet to 
arrive and I was able to visit his DC office to assist in the 
packing and do some on-site appraisal. This was an invalu-
able experience for me. Not only did I give a presentation 
to the senator’s state and DC staff in a Senate hearing 
room (a dream come true for a political nerd like me) on 
the importance of congressional collections, what they 
should be saving, and how I will go about processing the 
documents, but I was also able to get to know the senator’s 
staff on a personal level. The staff is like a family, and they 
can be a tremendous resource for archivists. Luckily for 
me, some of these former staffers have returned to Iowa 
and have become some of my closest friends in my new 
home. We also have hosted reunion gatherings for the staff 
in the archives, and we make sure that they are invited to 
all of our events. 
The Harkin papers arrived on a snowy day in early January 
2015. A semitrailer rolled up to the library, and the boxes 
were unloaded and placed in the archives. Prior to their 
arrival, I worked with our university communications 
team to secure various local news interviews. Throughout 
the day, local television, radio, and newspaper reporters 
visited the archives to report on the arrival of the papers. 
Despite being nervous about being filmed, recorded, and 
quoted, I knew that my goal was to make the papers come 
to life. I didn’t want them to sit on the shelf, and these 
interviews were just the press we needed. In addition to 
this, I have also worked to promote our collections to 
potential users, including elementary, middle, and high 
school students. In fact, our first researcher in the Harkin 
Papers was an eighth grader working on a project on the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. No student is too young 
for archival research, and congressional collections provide 
a great first exposure to primary source documents on a 
myriad of subjects. 
For those of you who have worked with congressional 
or political papers, you already know that they are a 
completely different beast. Not only are they extremely 
large collections, but they contain a wide variety of record 
formats, they are created by a large and diverse staff, and 
they reflect a very specialized field. 
UP-AND-COMERS—Continued  
Johna Picco, Assistant Editor 
38     MAC Newsletter  •  April 2016
Here is my from-the-trenches advice for those working 
with political collections:
• Visit the office and get to know the staff. Visiting the 
office helps you to learn the context of the records’ cre-
ation and aids in making decisions about arrangement 
and description. The staff are your built-in reference 
librarians. Are you trying to figure out which staffer 
worked on a specific issue? Or how they organized their 
shared drive? Developing good relationships with the 
staff can help you get easy answers to these questions. 
• Don’t be afraid to publicize your collections. Most 
archivists and librarians probably do not like to be 
interviewed for television and radio, but it is a great 
opportunity to promote your collections. Develop 
relationships with the marketing and communications 
staff at your institution as well as with local news media. 
• Keep a daily progress log. With collections of this 
volume, it is easy to feel as if you have not accomplished 
anything at the end of the day—or even the week! Keep-
ing a daily progress log helps me to track my progress 
and reassure myself that I am indeed making a dent in 
processing the collection. It’s also helpful for any activity 
reports you may be required to write!
And don’t worry—I haven’t forgotten about old Senator 
Dirksen. One of his campaign posters (right) hangs in my 
office to remind me of my roots and my journey into the 
archival profession.
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People and Posts—Alexis Braun Marks, Assistant Editor, Eastern Michigan University
The last several months has seen new 
arrivals in Iowa State University’s 
Special Collections and University 
Archives (ISU-SCUA). Chris Ander-
son joined the department in August 
as the descriptive records project 
archivist. He earned his MLIS from 
UCLA where he focused on informat-
ics, especially music informatics. Brad 
Kuennen was named the university 
archivist in November. He has been 
a staff member of SCUA at ISU for 
over 12 years and recently received 
his MLIS from the University of 
Wisconsin–Milwaukee. Amy Bishop 
is the new rare books and manuscripts 
archivist. She started in this position 
in October, but has been at SCUA 
for over years years as a project 
archivist. She earned her MSLIS in 
2013 from the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign. Rachel Seale, 
the outreach archivist, received her 
MSLIS from Simmons College in 
2006 and arrived in January from the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks. Visit 
isuspecialcollections.wordpress.com 
for more information.
Walter P. Reuther Library reference 
archivist Kristen Chinery received 
the Historical Society of Michigan’s 
(HSM) Distinguished Professional 
Service Award in recognition of her 
work promoting the preservation of 
Michigan’s history through her work 
with the Michigan Archival Associa-
tion and her HSM-sponsored, half-
day archival skills workshops designed 
for small organizations in Michigan 
that struggle with how to preserve and 
organize historical materials.
Dana Gerber-Margie began a new 
position at the Wisconsin Histori-
cal Society in December of 2015. 
Gerber-Margie has been on staff at the 
Wisconsin Historical Society since 
2013 as an audio archivist assistant. 
She will now serve as project manager 
for the Wisconsin Sound Archive 
Project, an endeavor to digitize 
Wisconsin-related audio content and 
make it easily accessible to the public.
Heather Fox has been appointed 
archivist for manuscript collections/
codirector of the Oral History Center 
at the University of Louisville Ar-
chives and Special Collections. For 
the previous three years, Fox worked 
as archivist for metadata and scholarly 
communications in the Digital Initia-
tives unit of the same library.
NEW MEMBERS
ILLINOIS
Sarah Cain
DeKalb
Joel Castellanos
Evergreen Park
Elisa Dunham
University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign
Urbana
Kathryn Flynn
Chicago Collections
Chicago
Catherine Grandgeorge
Newberry Library
Chicago
George Kutsunis
American Association of Nurse 
Anesthetists
Park Ridge
Brienne Montoya
Chicago
Mary Richardson
Museum of Contemporary Art
Chicago
Jessica Williams
University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign
Champaign
Cheryl Ziegler
Union League Club of Chicago
Chicago
IOWA
Allison Haack
Grinnell College Libraries
Grinnell
Jill Jack
Coe College
Cedar Rapids
Laurel Rhame
University of Iowa
Cedar Rapids
Rachel Seale
Iowa State University
Ames
Brad Kuennen, Rachel Seale, Amy 
Bishop, and Chris Anderson. Photograph 
by Whitney Olthoff.
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INDIANA
Jennifer Duplaga
Hanover College
Hanover
Angela White
Indiana University-Purdue 
University Indianapolis
Indianapolis
Jamie Wilson
Children’s Museum of 
Indianapolis
Indianapolis
KENTUCKY
Morgan Lockard
Liberty Hall Historic Site
Frankfort
Kelly McDaniels
Sisters of Charity of Nazareth
Nazareth
Matthew Strandmark
University of Kentucky
Lexington
Sarah Wade
University of Kentucky
Lexington
MICHIGAN
Hillary Gatlin
Michigan State University
East Lansing
Sara Kiszka
Northern Michigan University
Marquette
Angela Lashaway
Hillsdale College
Hillsdale
James Neal
Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Library
Ann Arbor
Ryan Strobe
Grand Blanc
Julia Teran
Bentley Historical Library, 
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor
MINNESOTA
Linnea Anderson
Social Welfare History Archives
Minneapolis
Kate Dietrick
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis
Caitlin Marineau
University of Minnesota Libraries
Minneapolis
MISSOURI
Staci Cox
Caruthersville
Alicia Detelich
Saint Louis University
St. Louis 
Catherine Lucy
Fontbonne University
Clayton
Emma Prince
Maryville University
St. Louis
Lily Santoro
Southeast Missouri State 
University
Cape Girardeau
OHIO
Christine Borne
Western Reserve Historical 
Society
Cleveland
Frank Oglethrope
Prism Sound
Clarksville
Nicholas Pavlik
Bowling Green State University
Bowling Green
SOUTH DAKOTA
Kathryn Kuntz
Rapid City Public Library
Rapid City
WISCONSIN
Shana Aue
University of 
Wisconsin–Superior
Superior
Stacey Erdman
Beloit College
Beloit
Kylie Harris
Great Lakes Indian Fish and 
Wildlife Commission
Ashland
Beth Komisarek
Sisters of Sorrowful Mother, US/
Caribbean Province
Oshkosh
Cassandra Lapworth
Milwaukee Public Library
Milwaukee
Heather Przybylski
Washington County Historical 
Society
West Bend
Jordan Radke
Center for Railroad Photography 
and Art
Madison
Ryan Welle
Madison
OUTSIDE THE REGION
Lisa Dezarn
DeBary, FL
Kelly Kolar
Middle Tennessee State 
University
Murfreesboro, TN
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Library and Archives
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Museum
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jthomas@rockhall.org
Anne Thomason (2014–2017)
Archivist and Special Collections 
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Donnelley and Lee Library
Lake Forest College
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Lake Forest, IL 60045
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Archives Research Center
1707 South Orchard Street
Urbana, IL 61801
Phone: 217-333-7841
eswain@illinois.edu
Lisa Sjoberg (2015–2017)
College Archivist
Concordia College
901 8th Street South
Moorhead, MN 56562
Phone: 218-299-3180
sjoberg@cord.edu
MAC Newsletter Editor
Paul Eisloeffel (2014–2017)
Curator of Audiovisual Collections
Nebraska State Historical Society
1500 R Street
Box 82554
Lincoln, NE 68501-2554
Phone: 402-471-7837
Fax: 402-471-9822
paul.eisloeffel@nebraska.gov
Membership Committee
Alexis Braun Marks (2015–2017)
University Archivist
Eastern Michigan University
Bruce T. Halle Library
Archives and Special Collections
955 W. Circle Dr.
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
Phone: 734-487-2594
abraunma@emich.edu
Public Information Officer
Daria Labinsky (2014–2016)
Archivist
National Archives at St. Louis
1 Archives Drive
St. Louis, MO 63138
Phone: 314-801-0789
daria.labinsky@gmail.com
Vendor Coordinator
Miriam Kahn (2015–2017) 
MBK Consulting
60 N. Harding Road
Columbus, OH 43209
Phone: 614-239-8977
mbkcons@gmail.com
Webmaster
Brad Houston
University Records Archivist
Archives Department, UWM Libraries
PO Box 604
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee
Milwaukee, WI 53201
Phone: 414-229-6979
houstobn@uwm.edu
Committee Chairs
Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship 
for Minority Students Committee
Alison Stankrauff (2014–2016)
Archivist and Associate Librarian
Franklin D. Schurz Library
Indiana University South Bend
PO Box 7111
South Bend, IN 46634
Phone: 574-520-4392
astankra@iusb.edu
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Emeritus Scholarship for First-Time 
MAC Meeting Attendees
Cheri Thies (2014–2016)
Collections Management Department
Minnesota Historical Society
345 Kellogg Boulevard West
St. Paul, MN 55102
Phone: 651-259-3359
cheri.thies@mnhs.org
Louisa Bowen Memorial Graduate 
Scholarship
Elizabeth Wilkinson (2014–2016)
Curator of Manuscripts
Special Collections Research Center
Georgetown University Library
37th and O Streets NW
Washington, DC 20057
Phone: 216-515-1942
Fax: 202-303-7501
Ew543@georgetown.edu 
Nominating Committee
Douglas A. Bicknese
Director of Archival Operations
National Archives at Chicago
7358 S. Pulaski Road
Chicago, IL 60629
Phone: 773-948-9009
douglas.bicknese@nara.gov
Presidents’ Award
Tanya Zanish-Belcher (2015–2017)
Director, Special Collections and 
University Archivist 
Wake Forest University 
Z. Smith Reynolds Library 
PO Box 7777 
Winston-Salem, NC 27109
Phone: 336-758-5755
zanisht@wfu.edu
Annual Meeting Local Arrangements 
Committee 2016, Milwaukee, WI
Michael Doylen
Archives Department Head
University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee
UWM Libraries/Archives Department 
PO Box 604 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-0604 
Phone: 414-229-6980
doylenm@uwm.edu
Anna Stadick
Head of Archives and ARC/Interim 
Library Director
University of Wisconsin–Parkside
900 Wood Road, PO Box 2000 
Kenosha, WI 53141
Phone: 262-595-2167
stadick@uwp.edu
Annual Meeting Local Arrangements 
Committee 2017, Omaha, NE
Amy Schindler
Archives and Special Collections 
Director
Dr. C. C. and Mabel L. Criss Library
University of Nebraska–Omaha
6001 Dodge Street
Omaha, NE 68182-0237
Phone: 402-554-6046
acschindler@unomaha.edu
Mary Ellen Ducey
Associate Professor
Archives and Special Collections 
Librarian
29 Love Library
PO Box 884100
University of Nebraska–Lincoln
Lincoln, NE 68588-4100
402-472-5076
mducey2@unl.edu
Annual Meeting Program Committee
2016, Milwaukee, WI
Amy Cooper Cary
Head, Special Collections and Univer-
sity Archives
Raynor Memorial Libraries
Marquette University
PO Box 1881 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-1881
Phone: 414-288-5901
amy.cary@marquette.edu
Colleen McFarland Rademaker
Head Archivist
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
4200 S. 4th Street
Leavenworth, KS 66048
574-971-0424
colleenmcfarland@me.com
Annual Meeting Program Committee 
2017, Omaha, NE
Erik Moore
Head, University Archives and 
Co-Director, University Digital 
Conservancy
218 Elmer L. Andersen Library
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, MN 55455
612-625-5756
moore144@umn.edu
Sasha Griffin
University Archivist/Special Collections 
Librarian
William Howard Doane Library
Denison University
Granville, OH 43023
740-587-6399
griffins@denison.edu
Symposium Organizing Committee  
2016, Ann Arbor, MI
Martha O’Hara Conway
Director, Special Collections Library
University of Michigan Library
913 S. University Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1190
734-647-8151
moconway@umich.edu
Olga Virakhovskaya
Lead Archivist for Collections 
Management
Bentley Historical Library
1160 Beal Avenue
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2113
734-647-2737
volga@umich.edu
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Advertise with the Midwest Archives Conference!
MAC offers advertisers easy and effective ways to market products, services, and announcements. These outlets include 
its newsletter, journal, Annual Meeting program, and website. The newsletter, journal, and Annual Meeting program 
reach more than 900 individual and institutional members in the Midwest and across the United States; more than 
16,000 people visit MAC’s website annually.
For information concerning exhibits and sponsorships during the Annual Meeting, please contact MAC Vendor Coor-
dinator Miriam Kahn, mbkcons@gmail.com. 
MAC Advertising Packages
Publication and Frequency Size of Ad Cost Per Issue Cost Per Year
MAC Newsletter (quarterly) Full page
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth page
Business Card
$250
$150
$75
$50
$50
$800 (20% discount)
$510 (15% discount)
$270 (10% discount)
$190 (5% discount)
$190
Archival Issues (single issue) Full page
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth page
Business Card
$250
$150
$75
$50
$50
Annual Meeting Program (annually) Full page
Half page
Quarter page
Eighth page
Business Card
$250
$150
$75
$50
$50
Your library is working hard to make your collections more visible. 
Your users are finding your finding aids, discovering your digitized 
collections, and browsing your online catalogs. Now researchers 
want to take the next step and get what you have to offer.  
Aeon can help, with special collections services that replace manual 
callslips and paper forms. Whether it’s ordering a publication- 
quality copy and paying for it online or finding a theater poster 
from the early 1900s Aeon makes your outreach reach further.
Learn more at www.atlas-sys.com/aeon/
From the Visible Library 
to Fulfillment…with Aeon
Visibility
Awareness
Interest
Request
Fulfillment
outreach
 reach further
Make your
Time-Sensitive Material
Midwest Archives Conference
631 U.S. Highway One, Suite 400
North Palm Beach, FL 33408
MAC Membership Form
Name __________________________________________Phone ___________________________________
Institution ______________________________________Fax _____________________________________
Title ___________________________________________E-mail __________________________________
Business Address _________________________________________________________________________
City/State ______________________________________________________ Zip Code ________________
Mailing Address (if different from above) ______________________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________________________________________
  New Membership  Change of Address  Renewal
Membership fees: $45 Individual, $90 Institutional. The membership year runs from January to December. Make 
checks payable to Midwest Archives Conference. Mail check and this form to Midwest Archives Conference,  
631 U.S. Highway One, Suite 400, North Palm Beach, FL 33408.
In our continued efforts to be more financially and environmentally sustainable, MAC is now asking members 
to consider electronic-only delivery of MAC publications. If you choose e-delivery, you will receive an expanded 
e-mail when the new publication is available on the MAC website. 
 Print  Online Only
Preference for delivery of MAC Newsletter (CHOOSE ONE)    
Preference for delivery of Archival Issues (CHOOSE ONE)     
For budgeting reasons, your choice can be modified only during the next renewal period.
